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Tradmonal wrestlers from Slndh province compete dunng a match also known as “Malakhra in Karachl in Paklstan on Tuesday. REUTERS

Traditional wrestlers from Sindh province compete during a match also known as “Malakhra”
in Karachi inPakistan on Tuesday.
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Impish glee fades: Asrani,
a master of the comic
timing, passes away at 84

Anuj Kumar

Known for his unparalleled
comic timing and expres-
sive facial contortions, Go-
vardhan Asrani had the
ability to infuse everyday
characters with wit and re-
latability that withstood
the test of time.

The veteran comedian
passed away in Mumbai on
October 20, aged 84, after
a prolonged illness.

Versatility was his mid-
dle name as he transcend-
ed the typical sidekick ste-
reotype to become a
perfect foil for the lead
character, blending slap-
stick with subtle satire and
dramatic depth.

Born in a Sindhi family
in Jaipur on January 1, 1941,
Asrani turned away from
the carpet business of his
father and wanted to pur-
sue acting. He joined the
Film And Television Insti-
tute of India under Roshan
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Govardhan Asrani

Taneja. Taking the comic
baton, he carved his own
niche, appearing in more
than 400 films.

His genius lay in turning
brief appearances into
memorable moments.
Combining physical come-
dy with sharp dialogue de-
livery, his most popular
performance is as the bum-
bling jailor, a parody of
Adolf Hitler and misplaced

sense of power, in Sholay.
In Asrani’s accented Hindi,
the single screen sequence
becomes a popular culture
staple that hasn’t lost its
charm even 50 years after
it first cracked up the au-
dience. There was much
more to him than just a
purveyor of buffoonery. A
dynamic presence in
Hrishikesh Mukherjee and
Gulzar’s movies, with his
wide-eyed innocence and
goofy smiles, Asrani made
even stock characters
come alive with his infec-
tious energy.

His popular movies in-
clude Namak Haram, Ba-
warchi, Guddi, Abhiman,
Sabse Bada Sukh, Satya-
kam, Piya Ka Ghar, Mere
Apne, Parichay, Koshish,
Aarop, among others.

In 1988, he returned to
his alma mater, and as the
Principal of FTII helped
shape its curriculum and
remained a guiding light.

Impish glee fades: Asrani, a master of the comic timing, passes away at 84

YRR G BIHT U 75 TG 0T & AR SRR BT 84 96 3 g F fem

o Known for his unparalleled comic timing and expressive facial contortions, Govardhan
Asrani had the ability to infuse everyday characters with wit and relatability that withstood the
test of time.

3T SoS BRY T SR HTaquf ¥ it gerait F g uRig, Mo s & Aomf &
foReRl & g1 3R JS1d WRA &1 & ff, S g B St )R TR IR

e The veteran comedian passed away in Mumbai on October 20, aged 84, after a prolonged
illness.

Tl BT ST BT el SHRT & 916 20 TFEER DI Hag H, 84 I It R | e 81 T
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o Versatility was his middle name as he transcended the typical sidekick stereotype to become
a perfect foil for the lead character, blending slapstick with subtle satire and dramatic

depth.

fAfacT ITehT HEd AT YT Rl I I TEHDH [hRaR & FUS DI UR b YT UTH
& forg amexf fARieh 71 71g, ik g, Y = SR ATedIg WevTE &l A

e Bornin a Sindhi family in Jaipur on January 1, 1941, Asrani turned away from the carpet
business of his father and wanted to pursue acting.

1 SFaY 1941 D1 sEAQR # Rih afivar 7 o/, s/ = oo fUar & Srefi- uaur &1
BISHR T B B iy feram|

e He joined the Film And Television Institute of India under Roshan Taneja.
I8 A=A dor & A e iR Sefifae T 3ifw sfear (Frin) & <riaan femm

e Taking the comic baton, he carved his own niche, appearing in more than 400 films.

TSR YUTAD T, I8 SMU-T 3felT UgaT §-18 31K 400 | 3if¥res fived) o eifia

e Dt

foa|

e His genius lay in turning brief appearances into memorable moments.

ST wiaHT wfére faara ®t

IR Udl | deaq | f[fgd A

e Combining physical comedy with sharp dialogue delivery, his most popular performance
is as the bumbling jailor, a parody of Adolf Hitler and misplaced sense of power, in Sholay.
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e In Asrani’s accented Hindi, the single screen sequence becomes a popular culture staple
that hasn'’t lost its charm even 50 years after it first cracked up the audience.

SR Pt IR fect |, I8 Thd Tpi- €2 Aldpivdg

Hxpfa @ fg=am s a1, o ugett

IR RD! B §HY 50 A a5 it ST SHTpNHal Tl Bls |

e There was much more to him than just a purveyor of buffoonery.
d had BT WeTdT 4 Dl e U

e A dynamic presence in Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Gulzar’s movies, with his wide-eyed
innocence and goofy smiles, Asrani made even stock characters come alive with his
infectious energy.

HECR R TR Ft fbedl §, o0t et it 3t argfird ok
BT & 1Y, SRR A AR foRaRl &I ot 3ot HepTae SHeil 4 siidd &1 fear|

e His popular movies include Namak Haram, Bawarchi, Guddi, Abhiman, Sabse Bada Sukh,
Satyakam, Piya Ka Ghar, Mere Apne, Parichay, Koshish, Aarop, among others.

I! A fhel # wnfirer € 9 g, a1,
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Chess World Cup
logo launched

Sports Bureau

The logo of the Chess
World Cup, which kicks off
at Arpora (Goa) on Novem-
ber 1, was launched on
Tuesday. More than 200
players will take part in the
knock-out tournament.

The logo was launched
by Goa Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant. The World
Cup’s anthem, sung by Dal-
er Mehndi, was also re-
leased at the function.

The World Cup is one of
the biggest events in the
FIDE calendar. With the

¥

FIDE WORLD CUP
GOA 2025

top three qualifying for the
Candidates tournament
(from which the challenger
of the World champion will
be determined), much is at
stake in Goa, besides the
%17.58 crore prize fund.
The top three seeds are
D. Gukesh, R. Praggna-
nandhaa, Arjun Erigaisi.

. In 1988, he returned to his alma mater, and as the
Principal of FTII helped shape its curriculum and remained
a guiding light.

1988 , I8 31U 3T AR @IS, 3R FTII & yrard & U o
ISP UTGUHH B 3R 1 A Aee $I 3R ANfeRid &4 7|

Chess World Cup logo launched
o T HY AN Al fwar

) The logo of the Chess World Cup, which kicks off at

Arpora (Goa) on November 1, was launched on Tuesday.
qeS B BT AN, O 1 TIaR Bl SMURT (T =

B, HITAR 1 dl= fobar 7|

. More than 200 players will take part in the knock-

out tournament.

200 3 3 ATt 59 ATw-mse gAafde o fgw |

) The logo was launched by Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant.

TR D TTraT & @A YHig Ardd = A foaT|
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The World Cup’s anthem, sung by Daler Mehndi, was also released at the function.

968 $Y 1 UYH, o SR At A A 8, it 39 99RIE § 9RY fasar

The World Cup is one of the biggest events in the FIDE calendar.

I8 ®U FIDE $ASI & T T TSI & T TH g

With the top three qualifying for the Candidates tournament (from which the challenger of
the World champion will be determined), much is at stake in Goa, besides the ¥17.58 crore
prize fund.

Y T Raast Hfesed gafde & i s H3 (P Ay it &1 IBEIIRG
g1, a1 & 984 $3 ald W 8, 3P 3fAd] 217.58 Hs BT QPR Al 1ff ¢

The top three seeds are D. Gukesh, R. Praggnanandhaa, Arjun Erigaisi.

i < it faemet § D. =T, R. WAHHT, 3 TRIRi |

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 22 October 2025
1.
Flashes in the pan
&Ifore TH®
2.
Concerned carmakers race to beat China’s rare earths deadline
fRifod sR fFatar 99 @t gdy gdt 39 Har S ved vy §
3.

U.S.-Australia rare earths deal won’t shake China dominance

rafveT-sieefemar gefy gt wusiar 99 & Wy 31 gl fgem urgm
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Flashes in the pan

By Vasudevan Mukunth

Q: What are
transient lunar
phenomena?
A: For centuries,
sky-gazers have
reported seeing
peculiar,
short-lived events on the moon’s
surface, from strange flashes of
light to hazy glows and patches
of unusual colour. These fleeting
occurrences are called transient
lunar phenomena (TLPs). A TLP
can last anywhere from a few
seconds to several hours before
vanishing.
Scientists don't know what they
really are or why they happen,
but they've interpreted the TLPs’
existence to mean the moon is
more dynamic than they once
believed.
People have documented reports
of these mysterious events for a
thousand years; even the Apollo
11 astronauts reported
witnessing a luminous glow in
1969. The most common
sightings include bright, star-like

Scientists have interpreted the TLPs' existence to mean the
moon is more dynamic than they once believed. MIKE
PETRUCCI/UNSPLASH

release of gases such as radon and argon from
beneath the moon’s surface. This outgassing
could be triggered by gravitational stresses or the
heating of the surface, causing the released gas
and dust to glow or reflect sunlight. Another likely
cause is meteoroid impacts, which are frequent
on the moon because it lacks a protective
atmosphere. These high-velocity collisions can
generate a flash of light.

Other possibilities include electrostatic
phenomena, where lunar dust becomes charged
and levitates, and disturbances in the earth’s own
atmosphere that distort our view of the moon.

points of light, reddish or
coloured glows, and some sort of
mists obscuring the view. Some ,-‘
of the most active areas for these

phenomena include the
Aristarchus and Plato craters.
While scientists are still exploring
the origins of TLPs, there are a
few leading theories. One is the

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject *Daily page’

For centuries, sky-gazers have reported seeing peculiar, short-
lived events on the moon’s surface, from strange flashes of
light to hazy glows and patches of unusual colour.

Y, ITPTR-GE aTell AT Pt Fdg W 3o,
SfeupTRID Teel a8 RO 31 2, O srofte T2l Y 1w,
¢fed IOl 3R SRR T & Yad|

These fleeting occurrences are called transient lunar

phenomena (TLPs). )

3 &ffOTeh Tc3it ! &1fOTe =g geTd (TLPs) H8l 9dl 2|

A TLP can last anywhere from a few seconds to several hours before vanishing.

T® TLP $B B3| | ABR P "el dd ¢ Iohdl 7, fh a8 ST |

Scientists don’t know what they really are or why they happen, but they've interpreted the
TLPs' existence to mean the moon is more dynamic than they once believed.
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People have documented reports of these mysterious events for a thousand years; even the
Apollo 11 astronauts reported witnessing a luminous glow in 1969.

TR A S G geA1s] &1 RUld gkl aul ¥ gol &1 §; Jgi ab 1o a1 F
fafera 7 1969 T Ue gl AT SE |

The most common sightings include bright, star-like points of light, reddish or coloured
glows, and some sort of mists obscuring the view.

T S T B WA § adeR, aRT ol faig A=, e an S 96w, ol 5 ueR
DI 4y S T Pl sl g

Some of the most active areas for these phenomena include the Aristarchus and Plato
craters.

S geAsT & forg wad Aoy &3 7 wfta § siwerdv 3k wel e |

While scientists are still exploring the origins of TLPs, there are a few leading theories.

Tafes dgfe st oft TLPs &t Iafl &1 Udl @l 38 &, 39 ot $ U fisid &

One is the release of gases such as radon and argon from beneath the moon’s surface.

TH HRUIISI R T S T} T IGH ST T8 & A1 © aeR Hoba g

This outgassing could be triggered by gravitational stresses or the heating of the surface,
causing the released gas and dust to glow or reflect sunlight.

g T &1 e a9 7 Tag & T g1 9 81 a5, o Favel g8 T iR
¢[cT TP @ 9T G4 BT UbT=I ufafefad Sl 2|

Another likely cause is meteoroid impacts, which are frequent on the moon because it lacks
a protective atmosphere.

TH 3R FUITAdT HRUI § SEHINUS &b YT, S IGHT TR SRR 8Id ¢ il T8 GRETHD
qrgHSd gl 3Tl

These high-velocity collisions can generate a flash of light.

3 I Td & THIA YT Bl THP SUF HR THhd g |

Other possibilities include electrostatic phenomena, where lunar dust becomes charged and
levitates, and disturbances in the earth’s own atmosphere that distort our view of the
moon.

31 TuTaTaT & 2NfAe € faggawdfae gemy, Sgt 9 4d art 81 o § 3R 841 § 331 8,
3R Pt & 3= argHEe A faehy S I & gAR T &I fadd R Tdhd ¢
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Concerned carmakers race to
beat China’s rare earths deadline

China controls 70% rare-earth mining, 85% refining; rare-earth-free motors are years from mass output; China pricing undermines new rare-earth

mines abroad; plenty of rare earth savailable in countries like Sweden but they do not have the mines or refining capacity to make them usable

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON/BERLIN

lobal automakers
Gare scouring the
globe for crucial

rare earths ahead of loom-
ing Chinese export con-
trols, with executives wor-
ried they could lead to
parts shortages and plant
closures. Rare earth mag-
nets power motors in car
parts such as side mirrors,
speakers, oil pumps, wind-
shield wipers and fuel leak-
age and braking sensors.
They play an even bigger
role in EVs.

While a U.S.-China deal
diverted a supply threat,
stock pileswere depleted
by similar restrictions ear-
lier this year, while Beijing
has also made it harder to
get export licenses. China
has since dramatically ex-
panded export curbs, with-
companies facing global
supply shortages.

Consultancy AlixPartn-
ers estimates China con-
trols up to 70%of global
rare-earths mining, 85% of
refining capacity and
about 90% of rare-earths
metal alloy and magnet
production. The new Chi-
nese export control list in-
cludes elements likeytter-
bium, holmium and
europium, also used in
making cars.

“The situation is very
tense,” said Nadine Rajner,
CEO of German metal-

War over minerals: A sample of monazite, a mineral used in the rare earth industry. REUTERS

powder supplier NMD, ad-
ding customers want to-
source rare earths from
anywhere but China.

As part of efforts to
counter Chinese domi-
nance, on Monday Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony signed a critical
minerals agreement that
includes U.S.investments
in rare earth mining pro-
jects in Australia.

No capacity

NMD’s Rajner said while
there are plenty of rare
earth savailable in coun-
tries like Sweden, they do
not have the mines or re-
fining capacity to make
them usable. And for hea-
vy rare earths, China con-
trols 99.8% of global refin-
ing capacity, making
alternative sources negligi-

ee

Consultancy Alix
Partners estimates China
controls up to 70% of
global rare-earths
mining, 85% of refining
capacity and about90%
of rare-earths metal alloy
and magnet production

ble. “We are pretty much
sold out and have limited
stocks,”Rajner said.

Rare earths can be recy-
cled from old cars, but that
industry is in its infancy.
Neutral, a Renault-backed
company, currently recy-
cles rare earths from
4,00,000 cars a year in
France and has contracts
with 15 brands in Europe.

But “the challenge is
scaling up these activities,”

saidNeutral CEO Jean-Phi-
lippe Bahuaud.

‘Already depleted’

Even if Chinese suppliers
can fulfill fresh orders be-
fore the November 8 ex-
port controls take effect,
the journey by sea to Eu-
rope can take 45 days and
the threat of a rare earth-
bottleneck is among sever-
al headaches facing the au-
to industry.

China has also placed
export restrictions on lithi-
um-ion batteries and bat-
tery materials, triggering
COMNCerns over parts sup-
plies for electric vehicles.

And last week, an intel-
lectual-property  dispute
between China and the
Netherlands involving lit-
tle-known Dutchchip-mak-
er Nexperia, sparked fears
of factory closures becau-

seit supplies a large
amount of chips car parts
and components. Auto-
makers also face the chal-
lenge of U.S. tariffs and are
expected to detail the costs
in their third-quarter earn-
ings. But China’s hold over
the industry through its
control o frare earths ranks
among the thorniest pro-
blems. “They can shut us
down in two months, the
entire auto industry,” said
Ryan Grimm, Toyota Mo-
tor’s NorthAmerica group
vice president of purchas-
ing supplier development.

Bruno Gahery, presi-
dent for France, Benelux,
West and SouthEurope at
supplier Bosch, said he ex-
pected the auto industry to
“overstock rare earths”
ahead of the deadline.

But an executive at a
magnet supplier for Hyun-
dai said while it built inven-
tories earlier this year,
“most have already been
depleted” and supplies are
tight. Some Chinese rare
earths exporters received a
rush of orders from over-
seas clients immediately af-
ter new export controls
were announced on Octob-
er 9, three industry sourc-
es told Reuters.

Rare earth free motors
Automakers are taking
steps to reduce reliance.
Some such as General
Motors and major sup-
pliers such as ZF and Borg-
Warner are developing EV
motors with low-to-zero
rare-earth content, while

Concerned carmakers race to beat China’s rare earths deadline

fifaa sR Fafar 99 @1 gdy 7dft gug Har S wgd yrmurT |

e China controls 70% rare-earth mining, 85% refining; rare-
earth-free motors are years from mass output; China pricing
undermines new rare-earth mines abroad; plenty of rare earth
available in countries like Sweden but they do not have the

mines or refining capacity to make them usable.

Jdl-gad Aic}

ﬁuﬁam%m%gﬁuqﬁrw 85% WIS, gy
e IATGT A PS AT &3 ©; 9 B! B [ H T4 getH gedt @l bl

BMW and Renault have
produced rare earth-free
motors. Monumo has used
Al and deep-tech simula-
tion to help clients cut rare
earth content in motors al-
ready in production, which
CEO Dominic Vergine said
has led to an average re-
duction of 24%among the
UK. firm's customers,
which include several of
the world’s top 10 carmak-
ers, he said.

Automakers are also
pushing hard to improve
rare earth-free motors for
the next generation of EVs.

Yet most of those mo-
tors are years away, as are
efforts to develop new rare
earth mines and process-
ing plants outsideChina,
which Beijing can under-
mine by keeping prices lo-
w,industry experts say.

Experts say the U.S go-
vernment is taking the
threat far more seriously
than Europe. Andy Ley-
land, co-founder of supply
chain specialist SCInsights,
said Beijing has focused on
beating others on price
and will continue to do so.

“The Chinese can al-
ways undercut them,” he
said of efforts to develop
rare-earth free motors, ad-
ding that faced with cheap-
er motors with rare earth
magnets automakers may
find it hard to justify more
expensive components.
“So it's a really risky invest-
ment.” Meanwhile, China

is expected to keep exert-
ing its power oversupplies
of rare earths.

FHHSR BT 6; @mﬁﬁ%@ﬁuﬁmgﬁuqﬁm% ﬁmmw:ﬁémaﬂﬁé
fore @e a1 R emar gt 8|

e Global automakers are scouring the globe for crucial rare earths ahead of looming Chinese
export controls, with executives worried they could lead to parts shortages and plant closures.

Ay HR Fafar

 gedt & o g R @S R 8§, Jifor S A
frata o & SR R ffad § i 399 unn @t St ok wa 48 8w 71

o Rare earth magnets power motors in car parts such as side mirrors, speakers, oil pumps,
windshield wipers and fuel leakage and braking sensors.
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e They play an even bigger role in EVs.
3 areHl (EVs) # 3R +f 981 aNre ¢ B

e While a U.S.-China deal diverted a supply threat, stock piles were depleted by similar
restrictions earlier this year, while Beijing has also made it harder to get export licenses.
BTelier Ueh ST T 7 3MMfd Wk 1 <Ter, TP Usd I g 38 Ird JHH Ufdee!
J HH 8 TN Y, 3R ST 7 Frafa argas urd s i wiea s e g

¢ China has since dramatically expanded export curbs, with companies facing global supply
shortages.
a9 ¥ 9 = frata yfads &1 et fowr fasan 8, o dufal & affyes smfd &t st
T AT U3 T 8|
e Consultancy AlixPartners estimates China controls up to 70% of global rare-earths mining,
85% of refining capacity and about 90% of rare-earths metal alloy and magnet
production.

Sl AlixPartners 1 3HH & b 17 Frifid o e gy gt @< &7 70%,
TSR &rvar BT 85% 3R gy gt arg firer erg 3R A¥ie TS BT AT 90% |

o The new Chinese export control list includes elements like ytterbium, holmium and
europlum also used in making cars.
T3 It ferata fasror et & 9@ nfia § S gefdam, gifdrm sk giftam, St eR i
7 1ff ST R B

e “The situation is very tense,” said Nadine Rajner, CEO of German metal powder supplier

NMD, adding customers want to source rare earths from anywhere but China.
Ry 95 AUl B,” HET AN TSR, CEO WH HTg USSR WwTaR NMD, 331 F8l i
gqﬁﬁﬁmmﬁéﬁ%iﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁl

e As part of efforts to counter Chinese dominance, on Monday President Donald Trump and
Australian Prime Minister Anthony signed a critical minerals agreement that includes
U.S. investments in rare earth mlnlng projects in Australia.
A Ty B RN & & TR & dgd, THAR I APUfd SHTeS ¢ SR
qeTTeE Qo A U Ayl @i wHEia TR gwer by, R smie @ sifefora &
gAY gedt T Rt o o e g |

www.patrioticias.in

No capacity

DI &RTCT 81

¢ NMD’s Rajner said while there are plenty of rare earth available in countries like Sweden,
they do not have the mines or refining capacity to make them usable.
NMD & IoR 3 gl o Wie oI o=11 & it o Jdt Iudsy g, A 39 U 3¢
ITANT §H & e @@= ar FYwTsfeeT emar 981 3|

¢ And for heavy rare earths, China controls 99.8% of global refining capacity, making
alternative sources negligible. “We are pretty much sold out and have limited stocks,” Rajner
said.

IR Y gefy gt & fore, A= Fafa sxar § afiye RorsfH errar &1 99.8%,
P TN 10 § | “§H TTH [ g & SR Wit Tidh §,” IR A Fell
e Rare earths can be recycled from old cars, but that industry is in its infancy.

Y Jedt B R BRI W YA fBar S Yaba 8, Afde g 3T 3nft uRfie sRur d 21

¢ Neutral, a Renault-backed company, currently recycles rare earths from 400,000 cars a
year in France and has contracts with 15 brands in Europe.

Neutral, T Renault JHFId SO, a0 T 161 | AT 4,00,000 $RI I gAY gt
Qe BYdl & IR T 15 a@%waeﬁq’a%

o But “the challenge is scaling up these activities,” said Neutral CEO Jean-Philippe
Bahuaud.

g@ I § 37 TAfaferdt &) 98 UM R §¢TH1,” H8T Neutral & CEO SiH-Rbferg
|
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‘AIready depleted’

T 8 g

Even if Chinese suppliers can fulfill fresh orders before the November 8 export controls
take effect, the journey by sea to Europe can take 45 days and the threat of a rare earth
bottleneck is among several headaches facing the auto industry.

Ul B T Sfcichd! dToT SMTeRT RT HR T 399 Ugd b 8 -aaR & forata forizror gurdt &)
qg‘rqumfﬁwuﬁqﬁm%ﬁ@uq@ﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬁa@w%aﬁ‘
ot & 2 g

China has also placed export restrictions on lithium-ion batteries and battery materials,
triggering concems over parts supplies for electric vehicles.

I 7 forRmy-3maa a8 oiik dedt armht w ff Frafa ufesy amn, o safees ae-l
(EVs) & fore arcq &t Syfef &I dax fefar s¢l |

And last week, an intellectual-property dispute between China and the Netherlands
involving little-known Dutch chip-maker Nexperia, sparked fears of factory closures
because it supplles a large amount of chips for car parts and components.

IR frad g, A9 SR exdsy & 919 dife® duer faare, e o1 ukfd s= fau
AT Nexperia ST 2, ¥ PREM 9 81 31 3 a1 a1 R I HR U 3R Teh! &
forg 5t aEn # faw emyfef aRar B

Automakers also face the challenge of U.S. tariffs and are expected to detail the costs in
their third-quarter earnings.

HR Fotar vt 2RE 3 AR &1t I HR 38 § ik Sudie § fF 3 STt anTd &t
Ut et forargt & oma § Sarg|

But China’s hold over the industry through its control of rare earths ranks among the
thorniest problems.

Afp gty gedt W A9 &1 a0 I R Tad Hfe+ auwnsi § 3 uh g1

“They can shut us down in two months, the entire auto industry,” said Ryan Grimm, Toyota
Motor’s North America group vice president of purchasing supplier development.

‘3 g8 & g § §¢ IR Uhd 8, G et ITNT,” T T B3, Srater diex &1 Ard smfvet
U Suree, W Tyfdwat e |

Bruno Gahery, president for France, Benelux, West and South Europe at supplier
Bosch, said he expected the auto industry to overstock rare earths ahead of the deadline.
o) TR, i, SeeraR, TR AR 0T qRIT A ST SR & ieme, 3 el i 3% S
¢ Tor Sifct SN Ty T & ugd gerd grdt &1 ifI® WSRT S|

But an executive at a magnet supplier for Hyundai said while it built inventories earlier this
year, “most have already been depleted” and supplies are tight.

it gges & 1Y Adc TR & U $HRIBRT A Hgl S oafth 30 et 1 goeid # IgH
T ST, “SAIGIR Usd gl 99T 81 g &7 3R 3MMgfd HH 51

Some Chinese rare earths exporters received a rush of orders from overseas clients
immediately after new export controls were announced on October 9, three industry sources
told Reuters.

<IF ST Al A Mg B T b @ =T gdH Yt Fafde! o 9 Srdga] $i Ae fafa
forizoT &t grvon & qRd a1g 9= Uee! @ RN $i a1g et

Rare earth free motors

g Gl HieR

Automakers are taking steps to reduce reliance.

FR fmfar ikl 0 7 & Fea 3618 ©

Some such as General Motors and major suppliers such as ZF and BorgWarner are

developing EV motors with low-to-zero rare-earth content, while BMW and Renault have

produced rare earth-free motors.

FS o TR Hied 3R U S ZF 3R BorgWarner ®H & [T gary et

%Trmﬁm@rEv ez fAHRId o) B 8, TTafs BMW 3R Renault & gaty Grdt-ad Hiex §91T
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e Monumo has used Al and deep-tech simulation to help clients cut rare earth content in

motors already in production, which CEO Dominic Vergine said has led to an average

reduction of 24% among the U.K. firm’s customers, which include several of the world’s top
10 carmakers.

Monumo 3 Al 3R -3 RIYARM &1 IuaiT fara § difes Tewh! o1 Uga I Iadte | Hig
ey | gay gudt & Il 9 o34 § Hee B 9o, o ceo siftfe afsfa 3 og1 s 5o
g F. HU & TeH! B HRId 24% HHI a8, forad gfvan & =i 10 HR Fafarst & &

U.S-.Australia rare earths deal won’t shake China dominance
Wrigh[s. The White House

Reuters
SYDNEY

Donald Trump’s backing of
Australia’s critical minerals
will bring much-needed fi-
nancial support to the in-
dustry, but experts say the
U.S. President willhave to
wait longer to shift the sup-
ply chain away from China
and weaken its market
dominance.

In a wide-ranging agree-
ment signed on Monday,
U.S. and Australia commit-
ted a combined $3 billion
to mining and processing
projects, and to a price
floor for critical minerals,a

said U.S. investments into
Australia would unlock de-
posits of critical minerals
worth $53 billion, without
offering many details.

Mr. Trump said in a year
they would have “so much
critical mineral and rare
earths that you won’t know
what to do with them.”

“They will be worth
about $2,” Mr. Trump told
reporters later. Global min-
ing industry experts gath-
ered at a conference inSyd-
ney on Tuesday welcomed
the news, which they said
would open up investment
opportunities, but they
were sceptical of Mr.
Trump’s time horizon.

“The time frame for va-

Barrenjoey analyst Dan
Morgan told Reuters.
“In general in the rare

growth and there’s no way
we will be swamped in a
year. We might have supply

n Australia. AFP

which have crucial uses in
sectors such as clean ener-
gy, defence and automo-

69% of global rare earth
mining, and 98% of mag-
net manufacturing.

While rare earths are
common in the Earth’s
crust, China has mastered
the technically difficult and
environmentally-harmful
refining process, compara-
tively cheaply. With trade
tensions and security con-
cerns rising, theU.S. and its
Western allies have been
looking to loosen China’s-
grip. In April and May, Beij-
ing squeezed global auto-
makers with export curbs
on a range of rare earths
items and related magnets,
and earlier this month ex-
panded its export controls.

Benchmark prices in
China for the most popular

of weakness. They have
since tailed back to $71, but
western world developers
are calling for govern-
ments to support a higher
floor price that will enable
them to build production.

No further price drop

It’s unrealistic to expect
prices to drop further and
the market to be swamped
with supply in the short
term, said DylanKelly,
head analyst at fund Terra
Capital. “Prices right now
aren’t necessarily reflec-
tive of a market dynamic
that can see prices fall any
further,” Kelly said,adding
that Monday’s announce-
ment had increased the in-
vestment allure of Austra-

on a number of different
projects for us.”

Boost to miners
However, there were some
clear winners from the
announcement.

The U.S. Export-Import
Bank (EXIM) sent seven
Letters of Interest (LOIs)
totalling more than $2.2
billion to miners in Austra-
lia, including Arafura Rare
Earths. Arafura CEO Daryl
Cuzzubbo said earlier this
month it needs $800 mil-
lion in equity funding to
develop its Nolansproject
in Western Australia, and
he expected about 60% of
that would come from cor-
nerstone investors by the
end of the year.

step long sought by West-
ern miners. The countries
will also sign off on financ-
ing that includes offtake

rious projects to be ready
even for2027 would be he-
roic, and unachievable in
the case of many projects,”

earths industry nothing
can happen quickly. I don’t
think we are going to be
swamped with supply-

growth in 57 years,” he
said. China accounts for
90% of the world’s refining
capacity forrare earths

biles. In a note on Monday
flagging risks of supply dis-
ruptions, Goldman Sachs
noted China also controls

type of processed rare
earths, NdPr oxide rallied
by 40%to $88 a kilogram in
August, after several years

lian projects.

“There’s lot out there to
sink our teeth into that
could really shift the gear

“It’s good for us, and it’s
good for our industry
counterparts,” said Arafura
CFO Peter Sherrington.

U.S.-Australia rare earths deal won’t shake China dominance

SARPI-AREferar gefy gt gusiar 99 & uya &t =121 fgem urem

o Donald Trump’s backing of Australia’s critical minerals will bring much-needed financial
support to the industry, but experts say the U.S. President will have to wait longer to shift the
supply chain away from China and weaken its market dominance.

T &I @il &1 gadH I & 9gd saxad faxita wgraen
T, Wﬁﬁqﬁwm%%&rﬁﬁﬁﬂgﬁaﬁm%ﬁaﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁmaﬁ?m
TIOR YYE DI FHGIR B & [0 AST STIR BT GHTT
¢ In a wide-ranging agreement signed on Monday, U.S. and Australia committed a combined
$3 billion to mining and processing projects, and to a price floor for critical minerals, a
step Iong sought by Western miners.

®! gXeRd AU THEa §, it SR sifeefem 3 oa $3 fafer &1 fFaw @ =
3R gEEHRor gfeaierTel B 37 ok Heayuf @il & fie <gAaw qeg a0 333 &1 951
foan, S ufdeht @t gRT dd TH ¥ [T S 3G T
e The countries will also sign off on financing that includes offtake rights.

Y faauivor R+t gEIeR T forH sifpe e SR =mfid g

e The White House said U.S. investments into Australia would unlock deposits of critical
minerals worth $53 billion, without offering many details.

RTET T 3 BT B SR BT SR § AT $53 R % wgwaqel @ ¥R 31
Qe T, s 31ferep faaRor =t fean|

e Mr. Trump said in a year they would have “so much critical mineral and rare earths that you
won’t know what to do with them.”

ot 7 7 P51 b T 1T H I7b U a1 Heed YUl @il SR gty godt g b 3 78T oI
T {3 9% W1 T HAT B |
e “They will be worth about $2,” Mr. Trump told reporters later.

‘D! PHIAd T $2 BT, S T A 916 H BRI I HeT|

e Global mining industry experts gathered at a conference in Sydney on Tuesday welcomed the
news, which they said would open up investment opportunities, but they were sceptical of
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Mr. Trump’s time horizon.

S T I & AT HIeaR Hi et & T JiieH H U gU 3R 31 YHER &1 @R

?m,mﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmm@w, Afp 3 oft T & FHg AT B! AR T A
|

o “The time frame for various projects to be ready even for 2027 would be heroic, and
unachievable in the case of man pro;ects Barrenjoey analyst Dan Morgan told Reuters.

“faftra uRarsreT &1 2027 d% R HRT BRI, 3R s RTINS & forw 3rgyg
@Tﬂ Barrenjoeymﬁ#ﬁﬁmﬁaﬂml

e “In general in the rare earths industry nothing can happen quickly. | don’t think we are going
to be swamped with supply growth and there’s no way we will be swamped in a year. We
might have supply growth in 5-7 years,” he said.

R FU ¥ goH gedl IAN H $o o el 781 6f GobdTl| Jof Tol aTdl 1o g9 3MY(d afs |
T ST SR TP e A T IS AT o1 ¢ | T 5-7 W1l H MY ghe 3@ bl 8, S0
Dol

e China accounts for 90% of the world’s refining capacity for rare earths which have crucial
uses in sectors such as clean energy, defence and automobiles.

o Fifd oxar § fay &1 gy At RwTsfe rmar &1 90%, S WS S, 6T 3R
feraaTgd o &5 § He@yul SUaNT 3ad g

¢ |n a note on Monday flagging risks of supply disruptions, Goldman Sachs noted China also

controls 69% of global rare earth mining, and 98% of magnet manufacturing.

TS STeTaft o SNRAH Pl gIReze HRd gU UHAR &I U e B, Mes i Aad = 9ar f& 94
A gefy et T BT 69% SR Aie FHufor &1 98% +ft Ffd wrar 31

e While rare earths are common in the Earth’s crust, China has mastered the technically
difficult and environmentally-harmful refining process, comparatively cheaply.

Sl gei gelt o) ) R & G €, 4 S qeetedt U @ Bio SR vatavoiy @
TP R® e uftra o) sderpd T & aRe: fHar 8|

o With trade tensions and security concerns rising, the U.S. and its Western allies have been
looking to loosen China’s grip.

IR T 3R R feiarstt & s & Ty, 3T iR 3ue ufdndt weanht @9 ot uws
@ &l B B PR IR R T

¢ In April and May, Beijing squeezed global automakers with export curbs on a range of rare
earths items and related magnets, and earlier this month expanded its export controls.
3t 3R 1S H, SifShT 7 gefH qedt awgait ok Hefira e wR fRafa ufady o Ay
SR FHTars] o gan, iR 39 A &1 Yperd 8 o+ fFafa FaEo &1 fawr fean)

e Benchmark prices in China for the most popular type of processed rare earths, NdPr oxide
rallied by 40% to $88 a kilogram in August, after several years of weakness.
I T JIY BT UHR $I U d gaH Jdl, NdPr STRITSS &1 AH® HIHd, s aui Bt
BN & 1S, ATE J 40% TG $88 i GR

e They have since tailed back to $71, but western world developers are calling for governments
to support a higher floor price that will enable them to build production.

P 916 I¢ DI $71 TP IR T8, i1 Ui gFar & STaud WRHRT F 3% Haq g
BT T PR & T 38 e 7, o 4 ITe dg1 I |

No further price drop

3R PIE PId fiRrae T8

e It's unrealistic to expect prices to drop further and the market to be swamped with supply in
the short term, said Dylan Kelly, head analyst at fund Terra Capital.

TR 31y B e & SR R 3R YRS & w1 313 &Y Swie; a1 AR &, el e
Fell, TS TAIRRE, Hs &I Hived|

e “Prices right now aren’t necessarily reflective of a market dynamic that can see prices fall any
further,” Kelly said, adding that Monday’s announcement had increased the investment
allure of Australian projects.
A | DI TR Ta] T 3 SR TARIAdT B gRITe s Siad 3R R bl 8, dett
A g, 3R SieT i THaR Bt 9ivon 3 iR gRarsHrel @t fdwr smedewar 91 ¢t R
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e “There's a lot out there to sink our teeth into that could really shift the gear on a number of
different projects for us.”
aaaga?%mﬁenarﬁsﬁrﬁ@m% S IR § gUR s fafve aRaremrst & fa
dodd ghdl e l”

Boost to miners

el & fore semEar

e However, there were some clear winners from the announcement.
gIdtifch, 9o ¥ $© Wy faorar +ft 91

¢ The U.S. Export-import Bank (EXIM) sent seven Letters of Interest (LOIs) totaling more
than $2.2 billion to miners in Australia, including Arafura Rare Earths.

Y Twquid-z3md §& (EXIm) ﬁw@f@mémﬁﬁﬁ S Arafura Rare Earths
e €, $2.2 FARRME @ ofties & AT e 3ifp 27T (LOIs) Dol

e Arafura CEO Daryl Cuzzubbo said earlier this month it needs $800 million in equity
funding to develop its Nolans project in Western Australia, and he expected about 60% of
that would come from cornerstone investors by the end of the year.

Arafura & CEO SRe Segedl 3 81 fob 30 A 1 a31d H 3 o a2t aifecfor &
Nolans TRESHT & fAwRId B3 & forw $800 fAfera # sfpd) wiEw &t snawusmar g, iR
3IT IHIC § fob SHBT TITHT 60% AT & 3id a9 IR A2l I 3|

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 22 October 2025

1.
India’s Kabul mission is upgraded to embassy

YR $T HIgd U= garard § 3ra3s foar mar

Angmo’s ‘surveillance’ raises question on personal freedoms of NSA
detainee’s kin

M?‘W’NSAﬁ%uﬁaﬂaﬁmEﬁWeﬁww
TGl

3. | India’s travails in negotiating a friendless world
P PR gfar # yRa &1 qatsi 1 sfeamgar
4. | We need a law to protect domestic workers

WY BTHIRI DI YRET & I g TP FT9H B AaxgHa1 g

On CBI takeovers: a judicial standpoint

CBI gXIdR 0T UR: I®

Electoral roll revamp: the case for digital transformation

AT HagaT I BT Ad-HRr: fefored ufvada &1 amen

Page 1 3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
i1’ India’s Kabul mission is upgraded to embassy
India’s Kabul :
Lo YR T HIgd [ gararg | q3s fear
misSIon 1S
. Days after the visit by Taliban administration’s acting Foreign
llpgl‘aded Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, India has upgraded its Technical Mission in
Afghan capital Kabul to an embassy.
to embassy AT T & PRt fader Wt et @m et & IR P R
SN STC YR A 31U 3BT ISTYUT PTG | bt T B garara d
Kallol Bhattacherjee m foar %l
NEW DELHI ) In a statement, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said the
upgrading took place with “immediate effect” on Tuesday. -
Days after the visit by Tali- U S H, fad=1 HaTerd (MEA) 7 81 fob T8 SUUSTH HICAR P g
ban administration’s acting ~ WHTE I g3
Foreign Minister Amir This decision underscores India’s resolve to deepen its bilateral

Khan Muttaqi, India has
upgraded its Technical
Mission in Afghan capital
Kabul to an embassy. In a
statement, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said
the upgrading took place
with “immediate effect” on
Tuesday.

This decision under-
scores India’s resolve to
deepen its bilateral engage-
ment with the Afghan side
in all spheres of mutual in-
terest,” the statement ad-
ded. Official sources said a
chargé d’affaires (CDA)
would soon be appointed.

engagement with the Afghan side in all spheres of mutual interest, the
statement added.
T H Fe1 T fb g fAvfg yRa ot ait e fodl & &5 J s ua &
ATy fFuehy TgaT &Y T8 HA B foagar & i 2|
o Official sources said a chargé d’affaires (CDA) would soon be
appointed.

I A Fel o T ATt SP3bud (CDA) g &t e farar
ST |
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Angmoss ‘surveillance’ raises question on
personal freedoms of NSA detainee’s kin

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A complaint by Gitanjali
Angmo, wife of detained
activist Sonam Wangchuk,
in the Supreme Court that
the state and its agencies
watch her every step and
even whisk her away in
vehicles with curtains
drawn over windows, rais-
es the question of whether
the personal freedom and
right to free movement of a
family member of a person
restrained under the Na-
tional Security Act (NSA)
are also forfeited.

Mr. Wangchuk was de-
tained under provisions of
the NSA, 1980 following
violent protests on Sep-
tember 24 in Leh. He has
been shifted to the Jodhpur
Central Jail.

Ms. Angmo told the top
court how Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) officers and the

Rajasthan Police intercept-
ed her the moment she
landed and came out of the
airport on the two occa-
sions she visited Mr. Wang-
chuk in the jail on October
7 and 11.

In an affidavit, she said
the conduct of the agen-
cies during both visits af-
fected “my personal free-
dom and fundamental
rights as a free citizen of In-
dia”.

“As soon as I landed and
came out of the airport,
the officers of the IB and
the Rajasthan Police came
to me right outside the air-
port, and asked me tositin
their car with white cur-
tains drawn on the win-
dows blocking the view,
and they took me to the jail
for the meeting. The offic-
ers took me to the office of
the Jail Superintendent
and were with me for the
entire period. Before every

visit, they would ask me
the details of my journey
and the time I would be in
Jodhpur,” she narrated to
the court.

Two officers would sit
“within earshot” during
her entire meeting with
Mr. Wangchuk, she said.
Her notes containing his
instructions for legal assis-
tance were photographed.

The activist’s wife said
she was not allowed to

meet anyone in Jodhpur
and was “taken” to the rail-
way station, “even when I
had a few hours to spare
before boarding the train”.
Her “escort” boarded the
train with her and only
alighted at Merta Road
Junction, the next stop,
two hours after Jodhpur.

“As a free citizen, I am
entitled to go to Jodhpur
when I like, how I like, and
meet my husband without
restrictions of my move-
ments. No other person
should have been privy to
my conversations with So-
nam Wangchuk. These ac-
tions are violative of my
rights under Article 19
(right to free expression)
and Article 21 (right to per-
sonal liberty) of the Consti-
tution,” Ms. Angmo,
through her counsel Sar-
vam Ritam Khare, submit-
ted in the top court.

She was “followed and

under surveillance in Delhi
constantly”, Ms. Angmo
said. She had held a press
conference in the national
capital on September 30,
and was tailed from her ac-
commodation by a car and
aman on a motorcycle.

In its response, the
Home Department of the
Union Territory of Ladakh,
through its Additional Se-
cretary, Rigzin Spalgon,
denied Ms. Angmo’s allega-
tions as “baseless” and an
“afterthought that de-
serves only to be rejected”.

The administration said
it did not have any person-
nel “present” during Ms.
Angmo’s visits to Jodhpur.
It “outrightly denied” put-
ting her under any kind of
surveillance in  Delhi.
“There is no question of
any kind of violation of Ar-
ticles 19 and 21 by the Ad-
ministration,” the Home
Department insisted.

Angmo’s ‘surveillance’ raises question on personal freedoms of NSA

detainee’s kin

T B RN NSA §t & uRaR &) afemTa Taars )R Jard 3811 8

e A complaint by Gitanjali Angmo, wife of detained activist Sonam Wangchuk, in the
Supreme Court that the state and its agencies watch her every step and even whisk her away
in vehicles with curtains drawn over windows, raises the question of whether the personal
freedom and right to free movement of a family member of a person restrained under the
National Security Act (NSA) are also forfeited.

S I 3R ISP THATT 37 8 HH W ToR [T &
ﬂ&gugvmaﬁﬁm(NSA)%?muﬁaﬁaw%%ﬂrﬁawﬁ?
T ATATSTE BT PR 2 T &) Sfrert 21

2, U8 gaId 331 © fob
g P AT WaFAdT

T TS B Tt gRI

P H P T3 Rrprad | wel T
3¢ Ua! ardl arg-l | of ST Sffdl

o Wangchuk was detained under provisions of the NSA, 1980 following violent protests on
September 24 in Leh. He has been shifted to the Jodhpur Central Jail.
A=Y IS BT NSA, 1980 FT URTS & dgd 24 Rider @t dg A fFae® faviel & a1¢ feva
T forar | I NYR T Sa § AR faar T g |

e Ms. Angmo told the top court how Intelligence Bureau (IB) officers and the Rajasthan
Police intercepted her the moment she landed and came out of the airport on the two

occasions she visited Mr. Wangchuk in the jail on October 7 and 11.

e G A < srerea B S i 99 98 7 3R 11 SageR $ o 7 N 9 | e

%ﬁ,aﬁsﬁm N SR (IB) & RIPRT 3R IRITT GIRT 7 I3 TIRUIE ¥ a16R 31 g1 A
I

¢ |n an affidavit, she said the conduct of the agencies during both visits affected “my personal
freedom and fundamental rights as a free citizen of India”.

TS gA%AM § I Pal fb <! aemsit & SR TSRyl &1 sragR AN aafqdira waadr 3R
YR P W ARRS & ¥ H Hifee AfUeR) o uyifdd #ar gl
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“ As soon as | landed and came out of the airport, the officers of the IB and the Rajasthan
Police came to me right outside the airport, and asked me to sit in their car with white curtains
drawn on the windows blocking the view, and they took me to the jail for the meeting. The
officers took me to the office of the Jail Superintendent and were with me for the entire period.
Before every visit, they would ask me the details of my journey and the time | would be in
Jodhpur,” she narrated to the court.

Y g H TIRUIE TR IaLT 3R 1ER 311, 1B 3R ISR Yoy & bR 43 TaRUIE & a1e’
2 fidt, 3R I8 4 T uel arell dIR H 96 & o HgT, R a8 &1 29 §¢ 81 T, 3R
d O 93 & T ofd & MU SR G od Srefterds & Hrfer d o U SR ¥ 90y &R Iy
2| &R AT Y UL, d YR IR I fAarur 3R ShyqR & 38 &1 999 Ugd 4, 3= Srerad o
S|
Two officers would sit “within earshot” during her entire meeting with Mr. Wangchuk, she said.
32 Fel {6 37! Ift doc & SR &Y SR “JATS 3 arelt gt WR” 93 38 U1
Her notes containing his instructions for legal assistance were photographed.
3D DI Tgdl & el Tt Alcy &t BIeriT®! 3 T8
The activist’s wife said she was not allowed to meet anyone in Jodhpur and was “taken” to
the railway station, “even when | had a few hours to spare before boarding the train”.

HRGA DI el 7 Hal b I snuqR H fpelt A fram &Y srgafa 78 i ok 3% Yaa
YA ST T, “TgT ab fob oid AR U ¢ Udhe- ¥ Ugd $© de Wil 1"

Her “escort” boarded the train with her and only alighted at Merta Road Junction, the next

stop, two hours after Jodhpur.

DT “TIBIE” 3% 1Y ¢ H d67 3R Had SfTd T Al A8 oM W IR, ol SHNUqR &

&l b¢ 91g Tl

“ As a free citizen, | am entitled to go to Jodhpur when | like, how | like, and meet my husband

without restrictions of my movements. No other person should have been privy to my

conversations with Sonam Wangchuk. These actions are violative of my rights under Article

19 (right to free expression) and Article 21 (right to personal liberty) of the Constitution,”

Ms. Angmo, through her counsel Sarvam Ritam Khare, submitted in the top court.

“TPh WA ARG & ¥4 §, qo SR ¢ fob B SFeqR a9 W1d> o9 & 91g, 1 918 8% v+

gfa & fire fomm srot nifafafer wr ufaey &1 ot o= safad &1 IR |99 9iTg® & a1y

Harg d g1 g1 d1fe U 3 fohart R \iIuE & srgede 19 (o sifiaafat o1 SfieR)

3R 37D 21 (AR TGl BT ATYBR) BT Jeeie &, AN T = 30 Piet g7

Sy WX & H1ey 9 =M srered J U foar|

She was “followed and under surveillance in Delhi constantly”, Ms. Angmo said. She had held

a press conference in the national capital on September 30, and was tailed from her

accommodation by a car and a man on a motorcycle.

ot T A Fgl fob 3% faeeht # amaR fArRE 8k et foan ) 3517 30 Rdar &1
IS H O HhT oF Y, 3R I 3 J I8 b R 3R AleIATSfPd U UHh
gR1 dioT fosar )

In its response, the Home Department of the Union Territory of Ladakh, through its
Additional Secretary, Rigzin Spalgon, denied Ms. Angmo’s allegations as “baseless” and an
“afterthought that deserves only to be rejected”.

I T, TG & Hx T U P18 faum, o= sifaRkea afa Rerfom wreia & dred
3, e T & SRIG! BT “f4mT U 3R “Tw 91¢ ot A ford Faa @i far s
e’ & = | Wikl foba|

The administration said it did not have any personnel “present” during Ms. Angmo’s visits to
Jodhpur.

TR = H81 {3 it T & YR R & SR HIs Ul “T[g” T8t oT|

It “outrightly denied” putting her under any kind of surveillance in Delhi.

3O foeell & 3% foddl ot UpR 1 PRI ¥ 7@+ ¥ It oRe 9§ goR fpan)

“There is no question of any kind of violation of Articles 19 and 21 by the Administration,” the
Home Department insisted.

g faUTT A SR Ta FgT, “URINIA RT 3596 19 3R 21 & et oft yovR & Iewies &1
PIs U4 & 81 Ioarl”
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India’s travails in negotiating a friendless world

or India, the challenge of adapting its
foreign policy to emerging global
realities is proving to be highly daunting
for its foreign policy mandarins. Steeped
in the traditions of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s,
they seem unable to come to terms with current
realities. Adapting India’s foreign policy to new
global realities is, however, an urgent necessity.

With the advent of President Donald Trump in
the United States, multilateralism or even
plurilateral ways of advancing foreign policy,
seem to have lost all meaning. India, however, is
vet to demonstrate the necessary flexibility to
deal with a seemingly friendless world, in its
neighbourhood and well beyond. As days go by,
India’s trust deficit only seems to be growing, and
the consequences can be serious.

The view about India

At one level, it would appear that India is losing
its ‘geopolitical relevance’ despite the best efforts
of its foreign policy establishment. Undoubtedly,
Mr. Trump’s pyrotechnics are aggravating the
situation and his constant shifting of goal posts
clearly demands extreme nimbleness on the part
of the foreign policy establishments. For the
present, India’s foreign policy mandarins are
finding themselves out of step, and increasingly
isolated in the comity of nations. That we should
find ourselves in this difficult situation is
unfortunate. U.S. policy alone cannot be the
reason, for there is much more happening across
the world with India increasingly being seen as an
‘outlier” when it comes to situations and events.
All this at a time when India’s economic heft is
growing and it is among the top five economic
powers of the world.

Two recent events bring this out in stark detail.
Even as the world celebrates the new Gaza peace
settlement — a critical breakthrough in the
troubled politics of this region which was largely
orchestrated by Mr. Trump and the U.S., with the
support of Tiirkiye, Egypt, Qatar and a few other
nations, India’s absence or exclusion from the
process smacks of its growing irrelevance in the
politics of West Asia. That countries such as
Tiirkiye, which demonstrate a degree of hostility
towards India, should have been critical to the
process of settlement adds further grist to India’s
growing irrelevance.

India appeared to compound this situation
even further by sending the lowest level of
representation for the grand reconciliation held
to celebrate the end of the Gaza conflict and the
return of peace to West Asia, at which most world
leaders were present. For Indians across the
world, this should be a wakeup call, something
that needs to be remedied sooner rather than
later.

Closer home, another signal event where India
‘was a conspicuous absentee’ was the Gen Z
revolution in Nepal that seemed to spiral out of

M.K. Narayanan
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Adapting India’s
foreign policy
to new global
realities

is a necessity

control. It only seemed to further demonstrate
that India’s foreign policy lacked both depth and
content, even where its vital interests are at stake.
The revolution, on India’s doorstep, may have
followed a slightly different pattern than the
youthful dissent seen in Bangladesh and
Indonesia previously, but the fact that India
found itself helpless and a mere bystander when
tumultuous events were taking place on its
doorstep, should make discerning observers of
the scene sit up and take notice.

Additionally, there is a disconcerting strategic
angle to India’s displacement from the driving
seat, with this space being filled by countries not
so well disposed, if not inimically inclined,
towards India. Tiirkiye is a case in point, for
during the recent India-Pakistan conflict, it was
seen siding with Pakistan. Recently, Tiirkiye along
with countries such as Egypt and Iraq were the
toast of West Asia even as Mr. Trump spread
benediction across the entire West Asia.

Additionally, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan have
signed on to a Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement to treat aggression against one as
against both, which only seemed to confirm
India’s position as an outlier in a region where
previously Indic influence reigned supreme. All
this would suggest that India’s foreign policy has
not demonstrated adequate ingenuity and
flexibility to deal with the many vicissitudes and
problems that afflict the region.

The situation in the neighbourhood
India cannot afford to be complacent. In its
immediate neighbourhood, the
Afghanistan-Pakistan conflict threatens peace
across a swathe of India’s northwest. India may
tend to view the attacks by the Afghan Taliban on
Pakistani cities as retributive justice, but this
would be shortsighted. Since Field Marshal Asim
Munir effectively took over the reins of power in
Pakistan, the threat that Pakistan poses to India
and the region has gone up significantly. There is
every need to ‘unfang’ the Pakistani dragon to
ensure peace in the region. Being satisfied with
the Afghan Taliban’s attacks on Pakistan’s rear
can provide cold comfort at best. India’s efforts
should be en how best to create a conducive
atmosphere where wars remain the last resort.
The rest of India’s neighbourhood also remains
in turmoil, and the challenge before India’s
diplomats is how to persuade countries such as
Bangladesh and Nepal, which are currently
perceived as hostile to India, to retrace their steps
and make it worthwhile for them to maintain
better relations with India. India-Sri Lanka
relations are seen like an enigma wrapped in a
mystery. While outwardly, India-Sri Lanka
relations are on an even keel, it would be a
mistake to underestimate the intrinsic potential
of countries such as China to muddy the waters.
Vis-g-vis China, while India’s diplomacy may

look like ‘work in progress’, it appears more an
effort to patch over differences. This is specially
so in the context of what may be termed as the
current India-China bromance. Since Tianjin
(August 2025), there has been a tendency in
India’s diplomatic circles, and possibly within the
political establishment as well, to gloss over the
June 2020 Galwan episode as a ‘mere blip’ in
long-standing China-India ties.

This willingness to ignore the realities of a
long-standing and fast-festering China-Indian
border problem appears intended to give an
impression that ‘peace is at hand’. Little,
however, has changed on the ground and the
current diplomatic and military exchanges clearly
lack candour.

Ties with China

Indians have seldom been able to comprehend
Chinese elliptical thinking on global and regional
issues, and even more so in its diplomatic
manoeuvres. China-India ties today have not
returned to the period that existed in 1988,
following Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s highly
successful visit to China. There is, hence, every
need for India to be cautious; India would do well
to acknowledge that China is a conundrum that is
not easily cracked. China’s President Xi Jinping is
much less a statesman than his predecessors
Deng Xiaoping and Hu Jintao, and India cannot
be too careful in its dealings with Xi’s China.

China and the U.S. are, without doubt,
presently engaged in a ‘cat and mouse game’ on
tariffs, and Mr. Xi's gambit, viz., immediate and
tangible concessions for long-term gains
(including entering into deals with regard to the
resumption of exports on rare earth materials to
the U.S.) cannot possibly be the model for India
to follow or adopt.

Also, what India needs to be concerned about
is that, friendly or not, China is steadily
expanding its influence across much of the region
to India’s east, and adopting devious ways,
including proliferation of small businesses at one
level to a growing presence in universities,
research centres and in cyber space at another, to
establish its dominance and eclipse India’s
influence across this region. India’s needs to be
wary and it is increasingly becoming evident that
as the U.S’s influence wanes across much of the
world and is steadily being eclipsed in large parts
of Asia, a new China-led order is emerging in East
and Southeast Asia.

This article, hence, should be seen as a
wakeup call. Reiteration of the old adage that
‘eternal vigilance is the price of liberty’ is
important. India’s future is assured, but it also
depends on how much effort is made to protect
its brand of civilisation. It is quite distinct and
different from that of China, the West, the
Persian/Arab variety and other forms of
democracy that had held sway over the years.

India’s travails in negotiating a friendless world

s fARfta gfFar & yRa &t aratel Y sfgargar

India’s Foreign Policy Challenges

YRd 3t fag=r fifa &t gHifoar

e For India, the challenge of adapting its foreign policy to emerging global realities is
proving to be highly daunting for its foreign policy mandarins.

HRd & farg,

A arafdmareil & AR

fad=r Hifa il & faw srda e wifad g1 g

e Steeped in the traditions of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s, they seem unable to come to terms

with current realities.

3ot fadmr -ifa &Y et &t Ak 39w

1930, 1940 3T 1950 ¥ WRURTSH A G §U, I TAHH TRAfdDars & Iy Jriory fasm &

S fmrg <d g1
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Adapting India’s foreign policy to new global realities is an urgent necessity.

YRd o1 fagzr e @i 95 e arRafdsarsi & SR A Uh dabTd ATaRaHT ¢ |
With the advent of President Donald Trump in the United States, multilateralism or even
plurilateral ways of advancing forelgn policy seem to have lost all meaning.

Y I %W%mﬂ,@&mmﬁ%{m:ﬁ%aﬁsﬁ
J6H & 9gUatd Wb Sfaaﬂéeﬁafq—éfwﬁl

India is yet to demonstrate the necessary flexibility to deal with a seemingly friendless
world, in its neighbourhood and well beyond.

YR 39 dP SATaH AT e} ¢35 U g, S a8 3 TSRt &7 3R 398 W U
o e fay dvrar 951

As days go by, India’s trust deficit only seems to be growing, and the consequences can
be serious.

gﬁ-@@ﬁﬁraﬁﬁ@%Wﬁﬁmaﬂmﬂaﬁﬁ@?ﬁ%aﬁ?mmﬁmam
|

The view about India

YRd & IR A e

At one level, it appears that India is losing its ‘geopolitical relevance’ despite the best
efforts of its foreign policy establishment.

TH TR W I8 UdId 811 ¢ o U U= “YIToT-ifeIep URifipar @ X1 8, 39 aacg [
39 fadwr Hife TwM of HIRR R W@ |

Mr. Trump’s pyrotechnics are aggravating the situation, and his constant shifting of goal
posts demands extreme nimbleness from foreign %ollcy establishments.

oft T ) faptes ifear fRufa &1 3R famme @ 3% TR A&T Fea- I e
Ffa T T i Tuedr B awaHhdT gl 8|

India’s foreign policy mandarins are finding themselves out of step and increasingly
isolated in the comity of nations.

YR & fa=r ifd e 3o iU arema | aTev 3R ded g3 Srermd @t fRufa & g
¢, A% Iqer H1

U.S. policy alone cannot be the reason; there is much more happening across the world,
with India increasingly being seen as an ‘outlier’.

FHad Pt i 81 HRUT LT 8 v, gfHar R H 3R 1 950 $3 81 W 8, SR IR B
fR- ‘SR & =u H W @7

This is happening at a time when India’s economic heft is growing and it is among the top
five economic powers of the world.

Ig 3 THT Bl @1 & O HRd Bt i arerd ¢ 81 § 3R 8 gfar o1 xfi ura snfdfes
Sifeaal & i |

Two recent events highlight this in stark detail.

<1 gTier TeTd 9 T ¥ | SR &l 6|

Even as the world celebrates the new Gaza peace settlement, India’s absence or
exclusion smacks of its growing irrelevance in West Asia.

S-S g 7T TSI Rifd HSi &1 O ARS8, WRd $1 Srufeufa a1 sfewpr Iuat
U3 efRrar § 9edt suRifed &1 i@ g

Countries such as Tirkiye, which demonstrate a degree of hostility towards India, were
critical to the settlement process, adding to India’s growmg irrelevance.

Il ol 3w, S URE & ufer Trgar faama €, wwghar ufshar o wewyuf 2, St yRd &1 dgdt
YTHRISA PI 3R TG 5|
India sent the lowest level of representation for the grand reconciliation held to celebrate
the end of the Gaza conflict.

YR = TSI 99 & 3fd BT 5y A4 & g maiford yoa aa-fremy 7 9«9 &8 TR &1
ufafafira dom

For Indians across the world, this should be a wake-up call.

ST R o YR o o, I8 Udh SITd ®e-t arelt dara=il g+l a1l
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Another signal event where India was a conspicuous absentee was the Gen Z revolution
in Nepal.

W&WWWWWW@WW I8 o7 AT ¥ S Rd Z it 31
pifd |

This demonstrated that India’s foreign policy lacked both depth and content, even where
its vital interests are at stake.

T Ua1 9ad1 ¢ fb URd Bt fad=r ifa A mevrs ofik Wkt gt ot et o, vt & 3u
Hgayul fgd g W gl |

The revolution, on India’s doorstep, left India helpless and a mere bystander, unlike
youthful dissent in Bangladesh and Indonesia.

YR Bt T R g Hifd YR B! 999 31X Had TP SfP TIHR IS TS, &P TATR
3R SR # garsit Bt srygafa 3 ot

A disconcerting strategic angle to India’s displacement exists, with this space being filled
by countries not favorably inclined towards India.

YR & RIMFIGRUT & 1T T Ride=e Iuritfas ugq ¢, o/ a8 RIT 31 &= §RT HRT S
Y81 8 ol YIRd & ufd g A8l 2|

Tirkiye sided with Pakistan during the recent India-Pakistan conflict, and along with Egypt
and Iraq, was the toast of West Asia even as Mr. Trump spread benediction.

gIfera YRd-UTfered oy & SR gl A UIfbwar &1 awd= far, ok g siR /19 &
1Y, T8 a3 v # v o1, Sieie i er 3 R ufyw ofkn o snxitafe e

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan signed a Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement, confirming
India’s position as an outlier.

TSHdl 3RT 3R TP 3 0o mueit T&m FHenar fHar, g yRd o fRufq sRiTa
& EUH P S|

All this suggests that India’s foreign policy has not demonstrated adequate ingenuity and
flexibility to deal with the many vicissitudes and problems in the region.

Ig 9 Johd ol & [ URd &1 faewr Hifa 3 vaiw gfgwsn sik e=ftemu= =8} fezaman ¢,
o & A P IAR-IG 3R JuXr3 ¥ fAuer IHa gl

The Situation in the Neighbourhood

TSIt 3= | fRufa

India cannot afford to be complacent. In its inmediate neighbourhood, the Afghanistan-
Pakistan conflict threatens peace across a swathe of India’s northwest.

YR MTHAIGY &1 ol Thdl | STP AoGid! TS & H, SBI-RaT--uTfhar |ay YRd
& 3w ufdpdt vt & wifa & W & s1aar g

India may tend to view the attacks by the Afghan Taliban on Pakistani cities as
retributive justice, but this would be shortsighted.

HRT HHdd: 3BT dTferaT gIRT UTfhar=i WgR) U ¢ 7Y el o ufaiuress =g &
U H ¢F 9hdl 5, Al Ig wiare € grf|

Since Field Marshal Asim Munir effectively took over power in Pakistan, the threat
Pakistan poses to India and the region has gone up significantly.

oY ¥ Wies ARid i TR A wifewar & T WU, 99 I UIfheare gRT URd 3R &=
& fIQ TR HTH! §¢ T B

There is every need to ‘unfang’ the Pakistani dragon to ensure peace in the region.

&= o x1ifd GAEd & & o uifehar=it ST &1 “ARTaRr H B I 31axadHdl ¢ |

Being satisfied with the Afghan Taliban’s attacks on Pakistan’s rear can provide cold
comfort at best.

ST AIferaT & TP WR g9l O Iy g1 ifdan e Hica-T &1 ¢ Ihar g
India’s efforts should focus on how best to create a conducive atmosphere where wars
remain the last resort. ]

YRA & T 39 W g1 913U & T 3@t aTaravor it ST S¢Sl g5 St
fawea 91

The rest of India’s neighbourhood also remains in turmoil, and the challenge before India’s
diplomats is how to persuade countries such as Bangladesh and Nepal, currently
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perceived as hostile to India, to retrace their steps and maintain better relations.

URA 3 ST TSI 221 2 RIS A 2, 3R URA ¥ ISR F T g 78 @
TRATRT 3R AUTe SR 3T, S aFHH § HRE U AUl A9 O §, 99 Sraeh T
Fead 3R IR HIY 9T¢ @1 & AW S 7=/ o

India-Sri Lanka relations are seen as an enigma wrapped in a mystery. While outwardly
relations are on an even keel, it would be a mistake to underestimate the intrinsic potential
of countries such as China to muddy the waters.

YRA-fiededT A4y o U g | foruer ugelt o o1 8| Siafeh a1es) U 9 Hey Agfed ¢,
g 1 o 3= Y Sfafied &rar o1 HH b1 Y& ghn |

Vis-a-vis China

9 & ded |

India’s diplomacy may look like ‘work in progress’, but it appears more an effort to patch
over differences, espemallg/ in the context of the current India-China bromance.

YR BT FeAitd T D §, Al T8 HABR AAUG! DY UTe=t BT YART I
g, TaR a?ﬁqFr YRA- ?ﬁ'—r HeTs & T A

Since Tianjin (August 2025), there has been a tendency in India’s diplomatic circles to
gloss over the June 2020 Galwan episode as a ‘mere blip’ in long-standing China-India ties.
frarfeT (3R 2025) F a1, 4R & Fe-ifae & § 78 Ugii 61 & 6 57 2020 &
AT YHROT Bl T T I I 3T I8 YRA-IH el H had T Biel geAr & & 1 fgamn
Wd|

This willingness to ignore the realities of the long-standing and fast-festering China-Indian
border problem appears intended to give an impression that ‘peace is at hand’, though little
has changed on the ground.

3R Aol A farred yRa-A17 War gE, & IRafdwdrslt $1 sred & ot 78
gt u ofd 3R B 5 <nifa 19 A @, greife aafds fufa & 9gd o0 e g g

Ties with China
T & 1Y Y

Indians have seldom been able to comprehend Chinese elliptical thinking on global and
regional issues, and more so in diplomatic manoeuvres.

YR A e o HH A SR ety gl R A+t uRudiia dra & wwen g, sk T8
Fe-ifas araarerdl 3 3R ot 3 g

China-India ties today have not returned to the period of 1988, following Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi’s successful visit to China.

3Tl FH-HRT Ty 1988 P Y TR e T8l 8, STd WUTTHAT Irsig il 1 A+ BT I d
SRT g Il

India needs to be cautious and acknowledge that China is a conundrum not easily cracked.

YR P! T g 3R WHR B I ATIIHdT 8 fob 9 b Ugen & S St T g el
ICRISIRSE

China’s President Xi Jinping is less a statesman than predecessors Deng Xiaoping and Hu
Jintao, requiring India to be careful in dealings.

4 & Iyufa <M fomftiT so= gdafdal S RramsifiT ok § foransh o1 o & &0 Iemar
€, 31T HRA &1 FraUFT SRa-! TR

China and the U.S. are engaged in a ‘cat and mouse game’ on tariffs, and Xi's short-term
concessmns for long-term galns cannot be a model for India.

1 3R T, Yol R faeet 3R IR o1 Wer W 3R €, 3R 2 & &t 3rafyr & ey & g
SeuehTiere Famd HRd & forg Atsd et 8 o |

India should be concerned that China is steadily expanding influence across the region
east of India through business proliferation, universities, research centres, and
cyberspace, aiming to eclipse India’s influence.

YR &1 feidl S =Ry i 9 amaR YRd & qd &5 o w41 91 78T 8 AR,
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fayfaeme, srEYT %, iR SR & TEH ¥, 3R YR & YHTE B i Big &I a6
TEdr gl

e As U.S. influence wanes, a new China-led order is emerging in East and Southeast Asia.
SI-OR 9,9, BT YT HH 81 ¥8T 8, Td iR gférmr-gd ulkrar & H=-Aqa aren ar sme=r
IR IR

e This article should be seen as a wake-up call, reiterating the old adage that ‘eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty’.

Y O ! T ATId B arell dara-it & ¥ H ¢4 S d1fgy, IR Hglad Dl qlevd gu fb
Gl DI PG GARN FdD @8 |
e India’s future depends on efforts to protect its brand of civilisation, which is distinct from
China, the West, Persian/Arab, and other forms of democracy.
X & forg fobet

YRd BT UTH 58 R 1R ST ¢ fob a8 39 Twal & Fis & qRige
DI BT &, S A, U, TRIYSRT 3R 3T ArwdiAs Ui 9 3 3R Ak g
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We need a law to protect domestic workers
4GS II: Social Justice 4

n January, the Supreme
Court directed the Union
government to enact a
comprehensive law to
stipulate the rights of domestic
workers and set up a committee to
look into setting up a framework
for it. The Court directed the
committee to submit a report in
six months. Whether this has been
done or not remains unclear.

Status of domestic workers
India is estimated to have 4
million-90 million domestic
workers. A majority of them are
women and girls and most of them
are from Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribe (ST)
communities, rendering them
particularly vulnerable to
structural power differences.

The Court’s recent directive was
issued as part of criminal
proceedings involving the
confinement and trafficking of a
female domestic worker from a ST
community from Chhattisgarh to
Delhi. These proceedings bring
attention to several considerations
that are important in devising
rights and protections for
domestic workers. Workers toil in
the homes and workspaces of
other people, which has the effect
of atomising them. Inspections
into workplace conditions become
nearly impossible. These workers
may be subject to harassment,
abuse, and segregationist
practices. Child labour is rampant
in this sphere. Exploitative
employment agencies and brokers
frequently mediate relationships
between employers and
employees. While some workers
labour full time in a single
household, others work across
multiple households for a few
hours each day. This can make the
stipulation and enforcement of
minimum wages, work hours, and
leave entitlements tricky.

Many workers are migrant
workers who need protections
across State borders. Workers also
routinely come in from
neighbouring countries. The
absence of a separate
national-level legislation to look
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The absence of
a separate
national-level
legislation to
look into
protections and
benefits hurts
workers in
multiple ways

into protections and benefits hurts
workers in multiple ways.

In recognition of their
contributions to the global
economy, the International
Labour Organization passed a
Convention (no. 189) in 2011 to
ensure the rights and protections
of domestic workers. While India
voted in favour of the convention,
it is yet to ratify it. As noted by the
Court, there have been multiple
attempts to pass legislation at the
national level from the 1950s. The
National Platform for Domestic
Workers (NPDW) was formed in
2012 specifically to demand a
comprehensive Central legislation
for domestic workers. The NPDW
drafted a Domestic Workers
(Regulation of Work and Social
Security) Bill in 2017, but this Bill
was never enacted into law. While
the Court’s new directive is
welcome, the fact that the Court
directed various ministries to
constitute a committee comprising
“subject experts” with no
representatives of domestic
workers is a matter of concern.

Gains made at the State level
In Tamil Nadu, where there are
about 2 million domestic workers,
a welfare board has been set up
under the Tamil Nadu Manual
Worker Act, 1982. Through it,
registered workers receive
benetfits, including pensions,
maternity benefits, educational
assistance for children, and
accident relief. However, a very
small number of workers are
actually registered. While
minimum wage is stipulated at
¥37-39 per hour, workers tend to
make much less. They are seen as
“part-time” workers because they
may not work full time in a single
household. In response to a plea
filed by a domestic worker in
Dindigul, the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court directed
the State government to consider
enacting a special legislation to
protect domestic workers.
Meanwhile, the Karnataka
government announced the
introduction of the Domestic
Workers (Social Security and
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Welfare) Bill, 2025, which looks to
regulate the working conditions of
domestic workers. It requires that
employers compulsorily register
domestic workers with the
government and commence
employment with a written
contract that includes an
agreement on wages and work
hours. It entitles workers to
minimum wages, overtime pay,
and weekly holidays. Importantly,
it requires employers to contribute
5% of wages to a welfare fund that
will distribute welfare benefits to
domestic workers.

What should be done
Tamil Nadu is one of only 12 States
that stipulates minimum wages for
domestic workers. These wages
must be updated and increased,
while all States must be required
to stipulate minimum wages for
domestic workers. In addition to
the already-mentioned provisions
in the NPDW draft Bill and the
Karnataka legislation, the NPDW
recommends that all employers,
employment agencies, and
workers be compulsorily
registered with the State
government. A workbook must be
issued to each employer through a
tripartite board constituting
employers, employees, and the
State. This must be maintained by
each employer and employee and
endorsed each month. Women
workers have reported not being
able to access local complaints
committees set up at the district
level under the Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act. These complaints
committees must be set up at
panchayat and urban local bodies.
Housing is another critical
consideration for domestic
workers. While workers in Tamil
Nadu received some assistance
during the pandemic-induced
lockdowns in 2020 and 2021,
several could not pay rent. Rather
than intermittent relief in the
event of a “crisis”, structural
solutions are imperative to protect
the women in this critical
workforce.
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We need a law to protect domestic workers

W PRI P JR&T & T 50 TH FTA B a<adwal 8

Domestic Workers Rights and Protections

WY PTHIR] & AfYPR 3R TR&0T

In January, the Supreme Court directed the Union government to enact a comprehensive
law to stipulate the rights of domestic workers and set up a committee to look into setting
up a framework for it.

e & T B¢ 3 % WOR & NG FIRI & Sifrer Fuifea $3- ard amus
B §71 3R 3TF g TrHad RIfid w3 aret Ififa 1fed & &1 A fear|

The Court directed the committee to submit a report in six months. Whether this has been
done or not remains unclear.

m%aﬁﬁﬁwnﬁ%ﬁﬁémmﬁmﬁ%m%l%wﬁ%%%mqﬂ
g3 a1 7|

Status of Domestic Workers

W PRI &t FRAf

India i |s estimated to have 4 million—90 million domestlc workers.

YR H AT 4 fftraa-90 fiferas g R B

A majority of them are women and girls and most are from Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities, rendering them particularly vulnerable to structural
power differences.

T 9 Hfwi ufgand ik asfeal § SR iffear srygfua wifa (sc) sk g
ERELL (s?;r) el 9 g, R 3 WeeHTee Wfd rguarsit & ufa fady wu

The Court’s recent directive was issued as part of criminal proceedings involving the
confinement and trafficking of a female domestic worker from an ST community from
Chhattisgarh to Delhi.
3erad o giferar 3w smRifYe Srfargl & = & wu A 9RY fovar ma, s Sxienre @
e 9% Ue ST T Ft UiFen W PR &1 Urad) 3R axp} 2 7|
These proceedings highlight several considerations important in devising rights and
protections for domestic workers.
3 Brfaieal BYq HTHIR] & ATUPR 3T WReor FyiRd H37 & #E Aewyuf fFaR IR
RG]
Workers toil in the homes and workspaces of others, which has the effect of atomising
them.
HTIR IRT & WRY 3R Prdwyal § &1 ovd €, o 3 favfora iR srert-yerm mggy
A
Inspections into workplace conditions become nearly impossible.

[ ot FRI&roT AT TR SRFYT BT STl 5 |
These workers may be subject to harassment, abuse, and segregationist practices.
A PR BRI, T 3R NeUTaqul warsit H e & gba |
Child labour is rampant in this sphere.
39 & 1 919 49 A9S 5 |
Exploitative employment agencies and brokers frequently mediate relationships between
employers and employees.

iy SRR TSRAT 3R gaTe SRR fritar 3R wHart & o Saul # g
|

Some workers labour full-time in a single household, while others work across multiple
households for a few hours each day, making stipulation and enforcement of minimum
wages, work hours, and leave entitlements tricky.
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FS HR TP TR A QUiPIere 11 HRd €, Tafds 3= B3 WR1 T AT B U BT Hd
¢, R =gaw aq, s v 3R srawmRr SRERY &1 FufRor $ik vads w3 8 sar g1
Many workers are migrant workers who need protections across State borders.

H% HIITR YT BTHR § o7 Tod ATAT IR JRET ST S1agesdl gl |

Workers also routinely come in from neighbouring countries.

HIFIR TSR 3= T o Fafid &0 3 sma 7

The absence of separate national-level legislation to look into protections and benefits
hurts workers in multiple ways.

T&T 3R ATHT B} R & oY ST APTI-FaRIg S B SRR I SRR 1 H§ e
| I I |

The International Labour Organization passed Convention No. 189 in 2011 to ensure the
rights and protections of domestic workers.

SARTYTT Y7 TS (ILO) 7 2011 H H-A &R 189 UK bl A1fdh TR SR &
TYBR 3R GR&T AT B o 9o |

While India voted in favour of the convention, it is yet to ratify it.

el URd § H-ATT S Y& F WG 4T, 39 3l a 8l frar mar g1
There have been multiple attempts to pass national legislation from the 1950s.
1950 P TR J AL SIA UIRA P & AT H§ TN [HU TR |

The National Platform for Domestic Workers (NPDW) was formed in 2012 specifically to
demand comprehensive Central legislation for domestic workers.

T PIRI P T ITTT HF (NPDW) 1773 2012 H RN U J 9 SIHIRI & forg
ATUS B B DI AN R o ford fopar |

The NPDW drafted a Domestic Workers (Regulation of Work and Social Security) Bill in
2017, but this Bill was never enacted into law.

NPDW ¥ 2017 # TR SR (6T 3R IS JRed @1 fafraws) e &1 adier R
foba, difdb1 I8 fadas st ST =6t a1

While the Court’s new directive is welcome, the fact that the Court directed various ministries
to constitute a committee comprising “subject experts” with no representatives of
domestic workers is a matter of concern.

SEfh 3rgTad ol 701 (A TN A1 g, I8 9 fob 3ierad A fafvs wameral & «fawg
%ﬁfrﬂsh arelt wftfa 9 &1 e g o W sTaemRi & wfaf=iiy =8 3, fiar &1 fawa
|

Gains made at the State level
I TR IR T IuATRAT

In Tamil Nadu, where there are about 2 million domestic workers, a welfare board has
been set up under the Tamil Nadu Manual Worker Act, 1982.
aftremTg 8, S8t ey 2 FIfRas R STaIR &, 961 afianrg A9erd ad Uae, 1982 &
dgd U HedTul ats AU a1 T g
Through it, registered workers receive benefits, including pensions, maternity benefits,
educational assistance for children, and accident relief.
SIS T 9, Uoligpd HIFTRI & A4 U 81d §, oY 93, A a1y, 9= & fag
Rerfore TgrEr, 3R gHeT ITgd A &
However a very small number of workers are actually registered.

% 954 B TR & SR Ueltgpd ¢ |
Whlle minimum wage is stipulated at ¥37-39 per hour, workers tend to make much less.
Safd "gAaw da 237-39 Ufer Her Fufikd 8, FHR 3 dR R 398 STW 7 1A 3|
They are seen as “part-time” workers because they may not work full time in a single
household.
3% “STRIBHIfS” HTHRIR T T ¢ Fiifeb o [t e R T guidsiiar &1 g1 B Fadbd |
In response to a plea filed by a domestic worker in Dindigul, the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court directed the State government to consider enacting a special
legislation to protect domestic workers.
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fEfETa &t N PR GRT SRR TIRST S Sa7E H, HEIH TS BId B AgL a7 - Ied
PR B! T PRI Bt JR&T & e fay F1H 791 R faaR w3 &1 R 3

¢ Meanwhile, the Karnataka government announced the introduction of the Domestic
Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Bill, 2025, which looks to regulate the working
conditions of domestic workers.
3 9, Pl TIDR 7 T PR (IR JRET 3R Hedaron) e, 2025 0% A
HIY0N 3, S TR STHTRY Bt B fRuferal &t frafaa 537 &1 v srar 3|

o It requires that employers compulsorily register domestic workers with the government
and commence employment with a written contract that includes an agreement on wages
and work hours.
U Ug HTIRTS © & et TR FTHIRT &1 IRPR & 1Y SAarf & | Uoiiepd B
3R fafad Sy & Tr AR YE 3, Forad dad iR &l wwa o1 gwgiar nfia gl

o |t entitles workers to minimum wages, overtime pay, and weekly holidays.
g SR B! LATH e, SNaRerzH -, 3R A1t SadT &1 AAHR ol 5|

e Importantly, it requires employers to contribute 5% of wages to a welfare fund that will
distribute welfare benefits to domestic workers.

He@yul 91 U8 & & s9d faaarstt &1 da- BT 5% wearor A & aRTgE &7 @t
SHTIRAHT §, SNl IR PTHR] Bl Hearor ary faafva st

What should be done
a1 forar s 9T

e Tamil Nadu is one of on-ly '12 States that stipulates -minimum wages for domestic workers.
ARIEATS FHad 12 TSal ¥ U ¢ O TR PTHIRI & forg <gaw a1 Fuiid Far g

o These wages must be updated and increased, while all States must be required to stipulate
minimum wages for domestic workers.

T 9 D1 3feIa- 3R TG AR, Tafs Tt T4t D) TG PTHIRI & fore <gaw da=
Rrufa ®a @t sazgear g =T

¢ In addition to the already-mentioned provisions in the NPDW draft Bill and the Karnataka
legislation, the NPDW recommends that all employers, employment agencies, and
workers be compulsorily registered with the State government.

Ugd 9 IfTRd NPDW 17 faret 3IR S-ifed® ST &1 UIauTl & 3fefidl, NPDW SI=iHT
HXdl g [ Tt Foritan, ISRIR TORAT 3R STHIR 390 RGR & A1y Hf-ard w0 9
ftwa i
o A workbook must be issued to each employer through a tripartite board constituting
employers, employees, and the State.

TS A &) Fueha 91 & 7ern 4 U aobge SIRY fobar ST =nfe e, foras forne,
FHHARNT 3R I M 5l
e This must be maintained by each employer and employee and endorsed each month.
%ﬂ@vﬁﬁtﬁwaﬁ?mﬁmmwmw&wﬁmwﬁaﬁmw
I

o Women workers have reported not being able to access local complaints committees
set up at the district level under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace

(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act.

Afgar SR A R fhar € 6 3 forer R ) ®uifta wurig Rremy aftfaat 9o g
Tt 1 %) €, St afgensi & srfwud w dF IadfisT Ay, fAuy siv faron siftfaw
& d8d R

o These complaints committees must be set up at panchayat and urban local bodies.
T Rieraa affea & varad 3R 2edt R et & wiftd fesarn s arfeu)

¢ Housing is another critical consideration for domestic workers.
TATH TR BRI & o8 T 3R Agaquf faar g

e While workers in Tamil Nadu received some assistance during the pandemic-induced
lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, several could not pay rent.

Tafe AEATg & BRI B 2020 3AR 2021 H WETHRI-ART A PSS & SR $& Terd!
forett, w8 T foperan 181 gt U |
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e Rather than intermittent relief in the event of a “crisis”, structural solutions are imperative to

protect the women in this critical workforce.
Fehe” B R H IR IM5d & o, 39 Ag@ YUl priaa H Afgarsft ot gRafm & forg
TAATHS JHTU SIS ¢ |

On CBI takeovers: a judicial standpoi

The Supreme Court has transferred the investigation into the Karur stampede from an SIT to the CBL However, the top court’s reasoning, entirely based on

etitioners’ pleadi

LETTER & SPIRIT

Krishnadas Rajagopal

n October 13, the Supreme

Court abruptly applied the

brakes on a fledgling

investigation of a Madras High
Court-appointed Special Investigation
Team (SIT) and a State-constituted
Enquiry Commission headed by Justice
(retired) Aruna Jagadeesan into the Karur
stampede (on September 27, 41 people
were killed during a stampede at a
political rally hosted by
actor-cum-politician Vijay in Karur
district, Tamil Nadu).

Both the SIT and Justice Jagadeesan
were directed to immediately hand over
papers and evidence to the officers of the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). The
top court’s decision to shift the Karur
stampede investigation to the CBI was
powered by two “sweeping” factors — the
“political undertones” of the case and a
perception that top-ranking Tamil Nadu
Police officers made comments in a press
conference to the extent that their
subordinates were not at fault. The Bench
of Justices J.K. Maheshwari and N.V.
Anjaria concluded that the conduct of the
State’s senior police officers “may create
doubt in the minds of the citizenry about
the impartiality and fairness of the
investigation”, necessitating its transfer to
the CBL.

The CBI is a central agency governed
by the Delhi Special Police Establishment
Act, 1946 which traces its origins to the
Special Police Establishment (SPE)
formed in 1941 to weed out corruption in
war-time procurements. Once coined by
the Supreme Court as a “caged parrot” of
the Centre, the CBI is considered a
premier investigative body which probes
a wide range of crimes with inter-State
and national ramifications.

However, the top court’s reasoning,
entirely based on petitioners’ pleading;
and ping remarks” unacc ied
by prima facie evidence to show the SIT
probe was riddled by bias, are simply not
enough to shift a case to the CBI without
the express consent of the State
government. While it is well-settled that a
constitutional court can order a CBI probe
as judicial review is part of the Basic
Structure, the court, be it the Supreme
Court or a State High Court, must not
direct a CBI enquiry in a “routine
manner”. A judicial order of transfer of a
probe to the CBI is only the ‘last resort’.

‘Measure of last resort’

‘The Sup Court has a well-developed
jurisprudence, evolved through
judgments, which imposes significant
self-restraint on the exercise of the
extraordinary constitutional power to
order a CBI probe under Article 32 (for
the Supreme Court) or Article 226 (High
Court) of the Constitution. The top court
has held that the exercise of inherent
powers to direct the CBI to investigate
must be exercised “sparingly, cautiously,
and only in exceptional situations”. The
court has consistently cautioned that a
CBI investigation should not be directed
“merely because a party casts certain
aspersions or harbours a subjective lack
of confidence in the State Police”.

“It goes without saying that for
invoking this power, the court concerned
must be satisfied that the material placed
prima facie discloses cc ission of

unaccom|

ied by prima facie evidence, is simply not ei

i 4

demands expertise of central agency,” the
court has explained.

Judicial precedents have underscored
that an order directing an investigation to
be carried out by CBI should be treated as
a “measure of last resort”, justified only
when the constitutional court is
convinced that the integrity of the process
has been compromised or has reasons to
believe that it may get compromised to a
degree that shakes the conscience of
courts or public faith in the justice
delivery system.

Such circumstances compelling the
judicial transfer of an investigation to the
CBI from the State Police may typically
arise when the materials placed on record
before a court prima facie point towards
systemic failure, the involvement of
high-ranking State officials or politically
influential persons, or when the local
police’s conduct itself creates a
reasonable doubt in the minds of the
citizenry regarding their ability to
conduct a neutral probe.

In the absence of these factors,
constitutional courts must avoid placing
unnece: burdens on a specialised
agency with “matters that do not satisfy
the ofan i case”.

e Wy

Human cost: Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) President and actor Vijay's rally in Karur on September 27. MO

officers, held a press conference during
which they “robustly” defended their

1l raising the app ion that
the probe by the SIT comprising Tamil
Nadu Police officers would not be held
fairly. It recorded submissions in the
petitions that the police had denied
permission earlier, in January, to another
political party to conduct a rally at the
same place where the tragedy occurred
during the TVK event. The court voiced
this vague notion to hint at “political
undertones” at play.

These factors led to the court to prima
facie conclude that there was “a doubt in
the minds of the general public about the
independence and impartiality of the
investigation” and victims should be
spared of being caught in the “political
tussle between two sides”.

Previous judgments
A cursory read of the order shows that the
decision to shift the probe to the CBI was

nough to shift a case to the CBI

]

ORTHY.

(Entry 1) and the police (Entry 2) was a
State subject falling in List Il of Schedule
VII of the Constitution. “It is a primary
responsibility of the investigating agency
of the State Police to investigate all
offences which are committed within its
jurisdiction. The investigations can be
entrusted to the CBI only in exceptional
circumstances,” Justice Maheshwari had
written. In K.V. Rajendran versus
Superintendent of Police, CBCID, the top
court had held that a transfer of a case to
CBI could only be justified by showing
sufficient material to prove that the State
investigation was dishonest or malafide.
Thirdly, ambiguous inferences about
“political undertones”, “political tussles
between two sides” and reported
comments made by police officers in a
press meet cannot be grounds for making
incursions into a State’s power to
investigate crimes within its own
jurisdiction, especially when Tamil Nadu
had withdrawn its general consent to CBI
i igation in 2023. The Court

entirely based on the levelled
by the petitioners. The Supreme Court
judgment in Secretary, Minor Irrigation &
Rural Engg. Services UP has observed that
the power of a court to shift an

i igation to the CBI “can be exercised

The reason for the shift

The 25-page order of the Supreme Court
shifting the Karur stampede probe to the
CBI shows that the decision was largely
made on the basis of “allegations” raised
by the petitioners, who have been
identified as relatives of victims and
public-spirited persons.

‘The court noted that the tragedy which
claimed 41 lives and left over a 100 injured
at a rally organised by Vijay, founder of
the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), at
Velusamypuram in Karur District had
“stirred public sentiment and shook the
conscience of people across the nation”.
The court said that petitioners have made

offences and necessitates a CBI
investigation to ensure the fundamental
right to a fair and impartial investigation,
or where the complexity, scale, or
national ramification of such allegations

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

that the ruling disp

only in cases where there is sufficient
material to come to a prima facie
conclusion that there is a need for such
inquiry. It is not sufficient to have such
material in the pleadings”.

Secondly, the Supreme Court did not
specify a single instance of bias or delay
by the Tamil Nadu Police’s SIT. In a
Constitution Bench judgment in State of
West Bengal versus Committee for
Protection of Democratic Rights, the top
court had held that the extraordinary
power to transfer probes to CBI “cannot
and should not be exercised in a routine
manner without examining the
complexities, nature of offence and
sometimes the tardy progress in the
investigations involving high officials of

which has “control over the immense
machinery of the State”, did not
discharge its functions “properly”. The
Bench, in this context, referred to
averment in the petitions that top police

the State investigating agency itself”.

In an October 16, 2025 order authored
by Justice Maheshwari himself in the case
of Legislative Council UP versus Sushil
Kumar, the judge noted that public order
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has further constituted a committee
headed by former top court judge, Justice
Ajay Rastogi, to oversee the CBI probe.
Such an arrangement does not have any
statutory backing.

Besides, the SIT was formed separately
by the Madras High Court in the Karur
stampede case. The Justice Jagadeesan
C ission of Enquiry was i
on the very night of the tragedy. There
had been no allegation of specific bias
levelled against the SIT or the Enquiry
Commission, warranting a change of the
probe agency. The Madras High Court had
also previously refused a specific demand
for transfer to the CBL. In the Shree Shree
Ram Janki Asthan Tapovan Mandir
judgment, the top court had held that it
was not for the judiciary to make
sweeping remarks about the State
government and its functionaries and
subject them to CBI investigation merely
based on allegations brought before it.
The court said the judiciary has to
understand that the “functioning in the
government is by different officers and
the working of the Executive has in-built
checks and balances”.

THE GIST

v

The top court’s decision to
the Karur stampede
investigation to the CBI wa
powered by two “sweeping
factors — the “political
undertones” of the case an
perception that top-rankin
Tamil Nadu Police officers
made comments in a press
conference to the extent th
their subordinates were no
fault.

v

Judicial precedents have
underscored that an order
directing an investigation t
carried out by CBI should £
treated as a “measure of la
resort”, justified only when
constitutional court is
convinced that the integrit
the process has been
compromised.

v

In an October 16, 2025 ord:
authored by Justice
Maheshwari himself in the
of Legislative Council UP
versus Sushil Kumar, the ju
noted that public order (Er
1) and the police (Entry 2)\
a State subject falling in Li¢
of Schedule Vil of the
Constitution.
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On CBI takeovers: a judicial standpoint

CBI gXIdRUT UR: I®

The Supreme Court has transferred the investigation into the Karur stampede from an SIT
to the CBI.
Tite #I¢  pex Ralts o1 o d &I SIT I ¢BI A RIATRd # a3

However, the top court’s reasoning, entirely based on petitioners’ pleadings,
unaccompanled by prima facie evidence, is simply not enough to shift a case to the CBI.

ST, 2 SaTad o1 aob, S O3 oRE O airsTmata #t geitel W ed & IR wrufie
1&g & fo1 7, foodht A &) eBI § wHiaRd #34 & fae waie =6t g1

Supreme Court Orders CBI Probe into Karur Stampede
T BIE 7 HEX WS AA H CBI Sid &I 1 faar

On October 13, the Supreme Court abruptly applied the brakes on a fledgling investigation
of a Madras High Court-appointed Special Investigation Team (SIT) and a State-
constituted Enquiry Commission headed by Justice (retired) Aruna Jagadeesan into the
Karur stampede.

13 TR B, A P 7 3D HEH BTE DI GRI (Agad [y o™ &d (SIT) 37K IsT-

it st ST & URfYS S S o1 e T, Tt Aqa <arm[d (Sar-ga) o
IR R a1 ff, Hew Wil o oia 7|

On September 27, 41 people were killed during a stampede at a political rally hosted by
actor-cum-politician Vijay in Karur district, Tamil Nadu.

27 IR B, ARTETE » B RIa & ST SR o1 faorg gRT e Ioiis
et A g3 Wisurs # 41 AT AR U

Both the SIT and Justice Jagadeesan were directed to immediately hand over papers and
evidence to the officers of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

SIT 3R = srTdiRF St ot Fdwr faan mar fs @ @Rd eBIl & SifIERal &) Sreid 3R
e I |

The top court’s decision to shift the Karur stampede investigation to the CBI was powered by
two “sweeping” factors — the political undertones of the case and a perception that top-
ranking Tamil Nadu Police officers made comments implying their subordinates were not at
fault.

FEX WS Fid DI CBI I VARG B BT =M =A1a1ad o1 ol & e HRui 9 IiRka
Ul — AT & IIeT-ita® dobd 3R I8 YR foh 3 UeR affanrg giera siftraTial = o=
SR} I S fe@™ arct 591 feu|

The Bench of Justices J.K. Maheshwari and N.V. Anjaria concluded that the conduct of the
State’s senior police officers “may create doubt in the minds of the citizenry about the
impartiality and fairness of the investigation”, necessitating its transfer to the CBI.

[ J.K. TRYRY SR N.V. SeTiar &1 o = ey Fora & s & afvg g
SAFRBIRGY BT TRV ATRDI & 77 & g BT FAwgerdr 3R [T & IR § Yog el HR
Tl &7, Forad 38 CBI &) RIMART IRAT 3Taxae g T

The CBI is a central agency govemed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act,
1946, originating from the Special Police Establishment (SPE) formed in 1941 to weed out
corruptlon in wartime procurements.

CBI U&% $gIg Taidl 7, 1 feeeh fa=iy yfer = siftfemm, 1946 & dga Tenferd g1 g,
3R 3@ IR Fa=Riw G RITAT (SPE) T 83 o, S 1941 T el Wlig & YPER &1
GH PR o feTT S 77 7|
Once coined by the Supreme Court as a “caged parrot” of the Centre, the CBI is considered
a premier investigative body probing a wide range of crimes with inter-State and national
ramifications.

% SR A DI gRT13Y &% &1 “fioR § dg diar &gl 71, CBI &I Y g Yot T Sl
& Sl SR SR AT T aret [ sroRief 1 S et 5

However, the top court’s reasoning, based on petitioners’ pleadings and “sweeping remarks”
without prima facie evidence of SIT bias, are insufficient to shift a case to CBI without State
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government consent.

gTcifs, i raTerg 1 deb, it Alfeepehdian & aral 3R “Amue il w emuid §, ok
SIT Y&UTd & UIYfe TT& (prima facie) & 1 8, IoT WRPR &1 TgA & fo1 A1 oY
CBI &) RIFIdRd B & foe i gt 8|

While a constitutional court can order a CBI probe as judicial review is part of the Basic
Structure, the court must not direct a CBI enquiry in a “routine manner”.

e T WP IGTerd CBI STTd &1 3SR ¢ Ul § i AT THIET e [ea=T B
f3eaT 8, SfaTad &I CBI &g &1 “WIYRY ¥U §* A 761 g1 7nfguy

A judicial order of transfer of a probe to the CBl is only the ‘last resort’.

Pt ST BT CBI B WIMIART & BT TRIh SR had “3ifad U g1 2|

‘Measure of Last Resort’

The Supreme Court has a well-developed jurisprudence imposing self-restraint on
exercising extraordinary power to order a CBI probe under Article 32 (Supreme Court) or
Article 226 (High Court).

T I 1 Ue AHRId <ATa=IRd 8, S SRATRYT Rfaad o YA & STeT€a¥ Ar $H3dl 8,
S SIS 32 (T HIT) T 3G 226 (TS HIC) & dgd CBI SITd BT 31T Tl

The top court held that inherent powers to direct the CBI must be exercised “sparingly,
cautiously, and only in exceptional situations”.

<MY <A = H8T fds CBI 1 Max ¢ &1 siarfAfgd ifaaal o1 TarT <Hafird,
HrauTgd®, 3Nk Faa raruror uffRufaay /" fear S e

A CBl investigation should not be directed “merely because a party casts certain aspersions
or harbours a subjective lack of confidence in the State Police”.

CBI S &ad YA FafRId el &1 o d1gU foh Bls U& $S ARIT (aspersions) T AT
T gford R fawaeTd faywy &t s a8l

For invoking this power, the court must be satisfied that the material prima facie discloses
commission of offences and necessitates a CBI investigation to ensure the fundamental
right to a fair and impartial investigation, or where the complexity, scale, or national
ramification demands expertise of a central agency.

T Mo BT YA HRA & (o1, SfeTad $I I8 Y1 8- aney b urufires |ied (prima
facie) SIRTY &1 GY R & SR =urarquf 3R fArwaer wier & gaya SifteR & gRfdd 3 &
feTT CBI SIfE 3MTaRaeh 8, U1 ore Sifeerar, ST, a1 1T THTE Sl Tolkht 1 fa=Iswyan &1 A
FXAT 5

Judicial precedents have underscored that directing an investigation to CBI should be a
“measure of last resort”, justified only when the constitutional court is convinced that
integrity of the process has been compromised or may be compromised, shaking public
faith in justice.

e Mot A gg Jaifed a1 & fs Bl &1 Sifg FERId a1 dhad “sifed Iura” g1
TT, Hadt I 5Id WAL SfeTad S5 gl fos UiehaT B RAST THIAT g € a1 81 Tl
&, Foret = & ardwit=res fayra iea Iavar g1

Circumstances compelling transfer to CBI may arise when materials on record point to
systemic failure, involvement of high-ranking officials or politically influential persons,
or when local police conduct creates reasonable doubt about their ability to conduct a
neutral probe.

Tt oRfRyfeRl St CBIl & RIFTRUI &1 TR ! €, 99 I 81 qhall o ofd Rable UR et
WO Td fawerdr, 3= Uaw SifUTRal a1 Ie-ifas =0 § gyIasimel afedl of HifeR],
T R YR T SR 92 S IR &I 37! &l R SRId g I HRal g

In the absence of these factors, constitutional courts must avoid placing unnecessary burdens
on a specialized agency with “matters that do not satisfy the threshold of an exceptional
case”.

3 BRPI & UG H, a1 sreradl o fhd iy Toidt W “TF A ST SRR AA &
HHS I IR A8l HIA” DI 3G D HR ST U g1 AT
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The Reason for the Shift
QIR HT BRI

The 25-page order of the Supreme Court shifting the Karur stampede probe to the CBI
shows that the decision was largely made on the basis of “allegations” raised by the
petitioners, identified as relatives of victims and public-spirited persons.

Gt B¢ & 25-JF TSR H HR WIS id B CBI H RIFTART HRA BT Afg ey 9
iadIdhdisl gRT ST T “ITRITY (allegations)” & YR W farar mar, St fifSdl & R=dar
3R TSR Sfad §dTe 7MY & |

The court noted that the tragedy, which claimed 41 lives and left over 100 injured at a rally
organised by Vijay, founder of Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), at Velusamypuram in
Karur District, had “stirred public sentiment and shook the conscience of people across the
nation”.

3feTad A I faan i g Frae, o 41 @R ) Wi 3R 100 | 31f¥re urae g, fasm
ERT ST affranm afy Fom (TVK) &1 el § $ex o & dqayRy d g3, 7 Ao
YT Y SHIRT 3R T I P AT BT AR Y FbgiR faar|

The court said petitioners have made “allegations” that the ruling dispensation, which has
control over the immense machinery of the State, did not discharge its functions
“properly”.

SHTEd = Pl fobs AMapThdis 7 “IRIY” T o e a1, i U Ied $t famma
AR R 0T §, 7 S0 Feiad! &1 UTa Agt astds | el (o

The Bench referred to averments in petitions that top police officers held a press conference
during which they “robustly” defended their colleagues, raising apprehension that the SIT
probe by Tamil Nadu Police officers would not be fair.

§9 7 Tfeerett | fu 7T grat &1 S a1 [ S gfery et O Sishy & 3o+

T BT “HeTgdt W &M IR I3 3, o g SM=IDT I0F g3 (& SIT 3! affra-rg gfenT
iftrep1iRal gRT 1 TS i e T8t g

Petitions recorded that police had denied permission earlier, in January, to another political
party to conduct a rally at the same place where the tragedy occurred during the TVK event.
Tigetsft & Iceia fasan T fas g = ugd el | Ue o e g dI 3 o g Xell
ST B Bt SIS 78T <t 2, STeT TVK B & SR I8 ANIS g3

The court voiced this vague notion to hint at “political undertones” at play.

3fSTAd 7 39 3RUY faaR &Y I51 difes [ | Ho[g “IMel-iifae |dbd (political
undertones)” o] Sfiid foar s b |

These factors led the court to prima facie conclude there was “a doubt in the minds of the
general public about the independence and impartiality of the investigation” and victims
should be spared from being caught in the “political tussle between two sides”.

39 HRPI & BRI ISTAd - prima facie FHY Rem@n f <qmm sHa1 & 79 § &9 &t
gﬁa?n aﬁaf%imwﬁﬁmﬂ%% 3R gt &1 «ar veil & 94 Teifae S § B8R

EEIGI I

Previous Judgments

foee =ires fufg

A cursory read of the order shows that the decision to shift the probe to CBI was entirely
based on allegations levelled by the petitioners.

ST B Tde! UeTs | Udl IardT ¢ b S &I CBI H RFIARd # o1 (ufg gft (ke &
it daft gRT T 7T RIYY TR MR T

In Secretary, Minor Irrigation & Rural Engg. Services UP, the Supreme Court observed
that a court’s power to shift an investigation to CBI “can be exercised only in cases where
there is sufficient material to come to a prima facie conclusion that there is a need for such
inquiry. It is not sufficient to have such material in the pleadings”.

Secretary, Minor Irrigation & Rural Engg. Services UP f{'ﬁliﬁ'ﬁ[ ﬁ‘é%{wﬁﬁ 3arad ot
CBI ¥ I RIFARG B3 &I /A “hadt 31 HTHal § ST $I off Gabel! § STg! uar arait
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81 S prima facie Y IR gt g1 {5 Tft Sifd o1 S1a=aehdl ¢ | Fad gl & Al g
e T8t g 17
The Supreme Court did not specify a single instance of bias or delay by the Tamil Nadu
Police’s SIT.

éﬂ?ﬁnaﬁé%aﬁm@maﬁsnmﬁﬂﬁlﬁumméﬁwﬁéwmﬁﬁgﬁ
|

In State of West Bengal versus Committee for Protection of Democratic Rights, the top
court held that extraordinary power to transfer probes to CBI “cannot and should not be
exercised in a routine manner without examining complexities, nature of offence, and
sometimes the tardy progress in investigations involving high officials of the State
investigating agency”.

State of West Bengal versus Committee for Protection of Democratic Rights T i Bic
A o5l fob CBI A Wi RIFIAR B PI SHIYRU Yk “HYRUN FY Y WA Ta] bl ol Gebell
3R 9 &1 HRA AR, STF dh S adiaf, S{IRTY & Ui, 3R HH-dHt IToa Siia woiddt & 3=
SR Bt S | el gl ot Siier =1 o w1
In an October 16, 2025 order authored by Justice Maheshwari in Legislative Council UP
versus Sushil Kumar, public order (Entry 1) and police (Entry 2) were noted as State
subjects under List Il of Schedule VII of the Constitution.

16 3ldgay, 2025 & MG H, ijﬂ%fq%%ﬁ | Legislative Council UP versus Sushil
Kumar AA & TTdSTHe SIaRAT (Entry 1) 3R GRT (Entry 2) &1 AU &1 3= 1, SrRgE VI
o dgd I fawg Fanr|
Justice Maheshwari noted that it is the primary responsibility of the State Police
investigating agency to investigate all offences within its jurisdiction; CBI can be entrusted
only in exceptional circumstances.

I ARt A S fha o Io gferg @l S Toit Y wrufives el § b a8 et
g & Tt sroRTel} @Y Sffe Y; CBI &1 hadt fa=iy uffRufeal & SRt & o o 8|
In K.V. Rajendran versus Superintendent of Police, CBCID, the top court held that a
transfer to CBI could only be justified by showing sufficient material proving the State
investigation was dishonest or mala fide.

K.V. Rajendran versus Superintendent of Police, CBCID o i PIc A wel fob CBI A
RIFIRUT Had dd Sfard el S ¥l g ofd Tt I gRT I8 Arfad {3 S i s
Sie SgHT T gHfa=guf o
Ambiguous inferences about “political undertones”, “political tussles between two
sides”, and reported comments by police officers cannot justify incursions into a State’s
power to investigate crimes, especially when Tamil Nadu withdrew general consent to CBI
investigation in 2023.

“ITeT-Ifae Tdbd (political undertones)”, “a! U&il & ot IeT-ifae Taw, 3R gfery
AT} BT R ) 7 ferafordt fameft I Bt SruRTy S et ) Wi o geaaid & forg
3N T8t v R Tavdh, ARy ©U § o affierg 7 2023 § CBI Sid & e 9T ggdfa
oY o <t ot
The Supreme Court has further constituted a committee headed by former top court judge
Justice Ajay Rastogi to oversee the CBI probe, which lacks statutory backing.

I DI A CBI SiE & MR & forg yd =it = <amenei=r =amaegfd s Teait &t
el § U IS &1 764 e g, for STt SR U el 8 |
The SIT was separately formed by Madras High Court in the Karur stampede case.

SIT & HGTH §T§ BIE gRI B WS T & AT 9 i3 fawan mar o1
The Justice Jagadeesan Commission of Enquiry was constituted on the very night of the
tragedy.

ATgHf SATEIRT START &1 A 1 I B S T |
There had been no specific allegation of bias against SIT or the Enquiry Commission,
warranting a change of probe agency.

SIT T1 ST TANT & RISTH Dls [ARIY G&UT BT 3RIY Ta! AT, S Sfid Toidi! IGar ol BRI
ST
Madras High Court had previously refused a demand for transfer to CBI.

HEIY 8T8 PIc 1 Ugd CBI A RMIARUI St AT B 3RAIBR P faar ol
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In Shree Shree Ram Janki Asthan Tapovan Mandir judgment, the top court held that the
judiciary cannot make sweeping remarks about the State government and its functionaries

and subject them to CBI investigation merely based on allegations.

Shree Shree Ram Janki Asthan Tapovan Mandir

fAufg & =fif i 7 g1 fo5 =amunferesT

Y PR 3R TP YBRT & IR T AUS fewfort 78} B bl 3R Had 3RIUf &
3MYR W 35 CBI Sig & SR H g} ol Iabel |

e The court said the judiciary must understand that functioning in government is by different

officers and the working of the Executive has in-built checks and balances.

&I g TSI AU o aveprR § ot fafie siftre vy g
BT @ 3R prfufereT 3t wrivumed & siaf-ifea st o Aga g 2

3ared = &gl fob

Electoral roll revamp: the case
for digital transformation

The Election Commission has initiated a Special Intensive Revision of electo

ral rolls, starting in Bihar. However,

outdated verification methods and lack of digital tools, stress the need for technology-driven reforms

Rajeev Kumar

fter two decades of silence on
one of India’s most critical
democratic processes, the

Election Commission (EC) has
finally revived the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls —
beginning with Bihar, followed by West
Bengal, and later the rest of the country.

Electoral rolls require continuous
updating — removing those who have died
or surrendered citizenship and
transferring entries for individuals who
shift residence to another constituency. A
person must be an Indian citizen of at
least 18 years of age and ordinarily
resident in India to be included in the roll.
However, concerns persist about
including ineligible persons, especially
those who may have entered from
neighbouring countries, underscoring the
need for transparent verification.

Although this long-awaited SIR aims to
update the voter database, it became
controversial due to procedural
ambiguities and reliance on outdated and
cumbersome Standard Operating
Procedures (SoPs) instead of modern
digital tools.

I o q il
The last full-fledged SIR of electoral rolls
in most Indian States was conducted
between 2002 and 2004, when voter data
was entirely paper-based, fragmented,
and manually verified. Two decades later,
despite India’s sweeping digital
transformation — from Aadhaar
integration to the Digital India mission —
the SIR 2025 framework remains rooted
in outdated, paper-era procedures.

‘To mirror the 2002-04 model, 11
documents were mandated for voter
verification, including birth certificate,
passport, driving licence, domicile, caste
certificate, and family register. However,
the list excluded Aadhaar, India’s most
widely used and digitally verifiable ID.
The justification that Aadhaar is not
fool-proof and can be manipulated is only

" partly valid, as the same limitations apply
to most other accepted documents. More
reliable documents such as passports and
government service IDs cover only a small
section of the population.

Relying on limited and often
inaccessible proofs contradicts the spirit
of Digital India — turning what was meant
to be a modern transparency reform into
a bureaucratic bottleneck. The exclusion
of Aadhaar made verification
cumbersome and eroded public trust,
particularly among migrants, first-time
voters, and marginalised groups. The
deeper issue lies in the failure to adopt
interoperable, technology-based systems.
Most approved databases remain isolated
and inaccessible, preventing real-time
verification and automated consistency
checks. As a result, the SIR of 2025
repeated the old cycle of manual errors,
delays, and inconsistencies.

A credible and trustworthy SIR
requires a nationally unified,
technology-driven framework that
ensures accuracy, accountability, and
transparency across India’s billion-plus
voters — not replicating the early 2000’s
outdated methods in 2025’s digital era.

Aadhaar: a national digital ID
After extensive hearings and deliberation,

forms and collection of filled forms

Door-to-d istribution of
under the SIR in Nawada, Bihar on July 13. ANI

Aadhaar was upheld as a valid and
legitimate digital ID for electoral
governance processes. Despite earlier
concerns about privacy and misuse, the
decision confirmed Aadhaar’s operational
legitimacy, establishing it as the backbone
of India’s digital ecosystem.

India has no comparable identity
system. Aadhaar uniquely combines
personalised details with biometric data,
enabling reliable individual verification. It
is the only centralised identity database
accessible to multiple government and
private agencies for authentication. Over
time, Aadhaar verification has become
routinely used for attendance systems,
scholarship disbursement, welfare
distribution, financial transactions, life
certification, and educational institutions.
In practice, it has emerged as India’s de
facto national digital identity register.

Therefore, rather than sidelining it,
India’s technical leadership must make
the Aadhaar ecosystem more robust,
tamper-proof, and transparent. It can
securely integrate birth, death, and
migration records with appropriate
safeguards, ensuring that electoral rolls
remain dynamically updated without
compromising privacy. Integrating
verified Aadhaar data into electoral roll
management under strict data protection
norms could eliminate duplication,
automatically remove deceased voters,
update residential shifts, and prevent fake
or multiple registrations. Every addition,
deletion, or correction would carry a
digitally signed authorisation, create an
unbroken digital audit trail, and ensure a
transparent, verifiable, and accountable

electoral database.

Data anomalies

The revised electoral roll of Bihar
revealed significant inconsistencies,
including deleting 3.66 lakh names
without adequate clarity or traceable
communication to those affected. The
total number of electors was around 80
lakh (nearly 10%) lower than the
estimated adult population of the State,
with no verification trail explaining the
reasons for such deletions or confirming
that due notice had been given.

Further scrutiny exposed several
irregularities such as centenarians being
listed as new voters, and names
re-included without supporting
documents to maintain overall voter
counts. There were also gross variations
in demographic statistics, such as a
decline in the gender ratio from 934 in
September 2025 to 892 in the final roll, a
statistically implausible shift, inconsistent
with population trends. These anomalies
suggest data entry errors or unverified
mass revisions, raising serious questions
about the integrity of the database.

Moreover, data transparency remained
the primary concern. The lists of
additions and deletions were not
published in machine-readable formats,
preventing independent audit or public
scrutiny.

Collectively, these anomalies — from
demographic distortions and manual
errors to opaque data handling — expose
the fragility of electoral roll management
and underscore the urgent need for
technology-driven verification and

transparent data governance in revisions.

On ECI-Net

ECI-Net is among the world’s largest and
most dynamic digital databases, housing
records of nearly one billion voters.
Continuously updated through additions,
address changes, and profile
modifications, it is searchable by Electoral
Photo Identity Card (EPIC) ID and
voter-name and administered by the
Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC), Pune, India’s
premier computing R&D institution.
Globally, few systems match the scale,
functionality, and democratic significance
of this mission-critical database.

By design, ECI-Net can detect
duplicates, flag inconsistencies, and
facilitate corrections through authorised
verification. Its architecture can instantly
produce real-time demographic and
statistical reports transparently and
accurately. With the integration of data
analytic APIs, the system can
automatically identify and resolve most
anomalies and demographic
inconsistencies identified during recent
revisions.

However, the lack of disclosure and
system-level analytics raises serious
concerns. If automated audit and
analytical tools already exist — as
expected in a database of this scale — they
could have easily detected duplication,
demographic distortions, and data
irregularities without large-scale manual
intervention. The failure to utilise these
digital capabilities suggests institutional
inertia or deliberate avoidance of
technology-based transparency. Such
practices weaken confidence in the
integrity of existing SoPs. Despite strong
technical expertise within its leadership,
the reliance on manual verification over
verifiable, software-driven protocols
remains inexplicable. Until data-driven
audits and system-level transparency are
prioritised, claims of purification of
electoral rolls will continue to invite
public scepticism and institutional
introspection.

The way ahead

‘Today, India has one of the world’s most
advanced digital ecosystems — from
Aadhaar-linked databases and UPI to data
analytics and e-governance. Yet, the
procedures guiding SIR 2025 show little
reflection of this progress. The
weaknesses are not merely administrative
but structural, stemming from the
absence of traceability, and database
integration. Reforming the SoPs is
therefore not optional; it is vital for
safeguarding democratic credibility.

The electoral roll must be recognised
as a living, dynamic national asset rather
than a static, state-bound record. Its
accuracy directly shapes the integrity of
elections and public confidence in
electoral governance.

Recent judicial observations have
underscored the need to learn from the
Bihar experience as preparations begin
for a nationwide revision. Future SIR
exercises must demonstrate procedural
correctness, visible fairness,
transparency, and accountability. The
focus should shift to software-driven
verification, digital audit trails, and
real-time corrections. The ECI-Net should
be made more user-friendly, technical
glitches should be fixed promptly, and an
efficient and quick grievance redressal
mechanism should be incorporated.

The 2025 SIR must not become
another verification ritual; it must
transform into a trust revolution powered
by technology based on transparency,
verification, and integrity.

Rajeev Kumar is a former Professor of
Ce Science & i ing at IT
Kharagpur, IIT Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and
JNU, and a former scientist at DRDO and
DST.
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Electoral roll revamp: the case for digital transformation

AT AeTdT el BT Al Ibor: f$fored uvad= &1 amen

The Election Commission has initiated a Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls,
starting in Bihar.

LGIE) START - HaQTaT ﬂ?ﬁ o1 fa=iv g gqﬂ&rur (Special Intensive Revision) J[* foba
e, ot fieR & e gan |

However, outdated verification methods and lack of digital tools, stress the need for
technology-driven reforms.

gTdifes, YR AT d¥1F (outdated verification methods) 3R f&frea Susvon &t wit
(lack of digital tools) S did UX SR <ot 8 i aatet-smemfea YYUR (technology-driven
reforms) &1 AT B |

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls

TG AN B IRy T8 gAEr (SIR)

After two decades of silence on one of India’s most critical democratic processes, the
Election Commission (EC) has finally revived the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls — beginning with Bihar, followed by West Bengal, and later the rest of the
country.

YR &I T Hgaqul Abditid Ufharsli T ¥ U IR &l Gx! &1 gait & ale, AT STanT
(EC) = TATE! e 1 A=Y 718+ TARI&IT (SIR) TR ¥ Y= fdhar — Ugd fagR , 3% a1
Ui e, SR 91 H 4% & o e ||
Electoral rolls require continuous updating — removing those who have died or surrendered
citizenship and transferring entries for individuals who shift residence to another
constituency.

AT AT DY PR TST TR D1 SMIRIHT Bl § — FoTTht Yeog 81 718 © a1 g
AT BYS &1 € 32 g1 SR R a3 27 Fary o) it ey e & o wriafa
foar 5, ST RIS Bl RFTART HAT

A person must be an Indian citizen, at least 18 years of age, and ordinarily resident in India
to be included in the roll.

Tt cafad ®1 gATG! X H M g & [T UIRAR ANTIRS g1 d1el, HH I &HH 18 a9 &1
T IIRY, SR YHIa: YR § Farg &A1 91U

Concerns persist about including ineligible persons, especially those who may have entered
from neighbouring countries, underscoring the need for transparent verification.

faadl ®I AMAA B B ABR (odl a1 85 7, [T T 4 3 o vsiRA =0 | wawr
P Hhd &, Sl URERI TaTu= o1 3auehdl &l IONR T g

Although this long-awaited SIR aims to update the voter database, it became controversial
due to procedural ambiguities and reliance on outdated and cumbersome Standard
Operating Procedures (SoPs) instead of modem digital tools.

T 39 d T9T T Uciférd SIR &1 3539 Al Sciad &l 3UsSc &1 8, T8 Ufspareid
Sregarait 3R Syfd fSfoee Suaull & Fom RIA SR wifed Rvss sifmfeT miler
(SoPs) W fRar & BRI fyargrug 8 |

Reliance on Outdated Methods

R fafert ov ek

The last full-fledged SIR of electoral rolls in most Indian States was conducted between 2002
and 2004, when voter data was entirely paper-based, fragmented, and manually verified.
SHRTRT YR ot | TG e BT RIS guf SIR 2002 F 2004 & St fasar 1 o1, o/
ATl 3T T TRE T BIT MYUTR, The! H 3R A3felt Jearid Tl

Two decades later, despite India’s digital transformation — from Aadhaar integration to
the Digital India mission — the SIR 2025 framework remains rooted in outdated, paper-era
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procedures.

&l TRP] 916, HRA & fSRred uftads — snuR aieRur 3 dox ffred sfean famm 0o
— & §1a9[E, SIR 2025 giar 3t off qRIR, SrTer-smenfyd witharsi o wreT gen gl

To mirror the 2002-04 model, 11 documents were mandated for voter verification, including
birth certificate, passport, driving licence, domicile, caste certificate, and family
register.

2302-04 HSd & 3FIFY, Al T & e 11 gearast ifHard &, fora <= T o,
TRTaIE, ST s, Siftrarsd, STt v U, iR ufvar Yfores e g

The list excluded Aadhaar, India’s most widely used and digitally verifiable ID.

T I ¥ ATYR FTER AT, S HRA B! I IS T I ITANT St o7 arent 3R feforea & @
TUd S gl

The justification that Aadhaar is not fool-proof and can be manipulated is only partly valid, as
the same limitations apply to most other accepted documents.

g5 T b SR quf TRIE Y 3 Sfk SH 3R a1 o1 Havell &, Haat 1R &0 I A
g, i ST 3 Wiepd gxardsit W+ 98} Fard arp it B

More reliable documents such as passports and government service IDs cover only a small
section of the population.

O UGS 3R TREI AT ST Hadd THHT & TH B T B
HR B B

Relying on limited and often inaccessible proofs contradicts the spirit of Digital India, turning
a modem transparency reform into a bureaucratic bottleneck.

ey SR SR 3o v R R T feforea sfgar o0t v & faudia g, st sy

TR YR &I Tb SRIpIeeh aTeT H s ool 8

The exclusion of Aadhaar made verification cumbersome and eroded public trust, particularly

among migrants, first-time voters, and marginalised groups.

3R BT IR FA Y TATIH SAfed 81 T 3R Adoi-1ob [a9 HH g1 71, =iy = U & war!,

gl IR Haerdl, 3R AeIHeId JHgl & a1 |

The deeper issue lies in the failure to adopt interoperable, technology-based systems.

TERI T SeRSATURTd, TH- 1P -ATUTRA Yonferdt ! 3= & fawadr & fAfgd gl

Most approved databases remain isolated and inaccessible, preventing real-time verification

and automated consistency checks.

YD AT ST SITHT-YTHT 3R T § 5 &, o Sraedr-earsH I iR

T T i SYd g S g

As a result, the SIR of 2025 repeated the old cycle of manual errors, delays, and

inconsistencies.

;ﬂvnnwcr, SIR 2025 TR Th ! GIeRId &, forad Agara Ffear, 38, iR srevforat =nfira
I

A credible and trustworthy SIR requires a nationally unified, technology-driven framework

that ensures accuracy, accountability, and transparency across India’s billion-plus voters.

U [4EIT SIR & oTU U AP &Y A TPhlepd, Th-AIe-SMeTR SielT = 8, Sl HRd

% TP 3RT | TP Hagrarsl & oy iewar, saraest, iR UReRidr YRfiyd s=dr gl

Aadhaar: A National Digital ID

MYR: AP ffrea gt

After extensive hearings and deliberation, Aadhaar was upheld as a valid and legitimate
digital ID for electoral governance processes.

IS FAaTs 3R faaR-faa=f & a1, TR HI AT TR Uiohanstt & e T aY 3R S
feforea smsSt & =u A WieR favar ma|

Despite earlier concerns about privacy and misuse, the decision confirmed Aadhaar’s
operational legitimacy, establishing it as the backbone of India’s digital ecosystem.

DI AP Ugd B fAdrsit & Srave, 39 0 7 oMuR &1 aRere deud
DI gfP &1, 3 URd o Sfored soilred ot ¥¢ & w0 & wifud &
India has no comparable identity system. Aadhaar uniquely combines personalised details
with biometric data, enabling reliable individual verification.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 2


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

YRA & U D15 qa-1d Ugd WUTe 981 & | SR safdeTd faavun 3R arAfes Se1 o
Sifgedta =0 @ Siredr 8, S fay-a safemTa et ged §91d1 |

e |tis the only centralized identity database accessible to multiple government and private
agencies for authentication.

ggwﬁ%wéaﬂ%ﬁaﬁw@ﬁvﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ%%uwé?mﬁau
|

e Over time, Aadhaar verification has become routinely used for attendance systems,
scholarship disbursement, welfare distribution, financial transactions, life certification,
and educational institutions.

TG o 1Y, YR YATG b Fafid IuanT SufRufa yonfert, faraRoT, SegTor

e In practice, it has emerged as India’s de facto national digital identity register.
IER ¥, U8 HRd I de facto P FSforea ugar Worer s M |

e |ndia’s technical leadership must make the Aadhaar ecosystem more robust, tamper-proof,
and transparent.
mugﬁuﬁaﬁﬁﬁaaaﬁmsﬁﬁwﬁ 3 HoTgd, BSVTs-Rd, 3R RS =T

I

e It can securely integrate birth, death, and migration records with appropriate safeguards,
ensurlng electoral rolls remain dynamically updated W|thout compromising prlvacy
g8 3fad e U & A1 4, e, 3R yara %’;‘I\&HW@ UehIghd DR Hobdll
g, %WW@%WWWW@W@ My-fdr @ gaeiar T 81

e Integrating verified Aadhaar data into electoral roll management under strict data protection
norms could eliminate duplication, automatically remove deceased voters, update
residential shifts, and prevent fake or multiple registrations.

Wéﬂﬂﬂﬁ%mwﬁawéﬂﬁmﬁawmﬁmm
wfafe, Yo Aaerar &) Wa: ger, ey R uRad=l &) 3uSe oA 3R well a7 98-
Wﬁ%wél

e Every addition, deletion, or correction would carry a digitally signed authorisation, create
an unbroken digital audit trail, and ensure a transparent, verifiable, and accountable
electoral database.

&R SIg, B, 1 YUR # fefored ¥u A gwaneia witiewor g1, e ords feforea siifse
o0 S, 3R T8 G B3 b gt Serey uRexl, garei, ok SarecE gl

Data Anomalies

a1 fagnfaar

e The revised electoral roll of Bihar revealed significant inconsistencies, including deleting
3.66 lakh names without adequate clarity or traceable communication to those affected.
fBR & W= g Vet & Hgayuf femnfaar o 7€, s vuifad &t vt o ar
9 HRA A AR & o1 3.66 ARG ATH geTd 74|

e The total number of electors was around 80 lakh (nearly 10%) lower than the estimated adult
population of the State, with no verification trail explaining the reasons for such deletions or
confirming that due notice had been given.
;rwﬁudqmlsﬁﬁ«waﬂwsomeﬂ RTST B AT TS STAURAT I THT 10% HH),

Tt geTR TS Uiafal & HRUN B JHSH 1 98 IS B o (oW Bis TAd- od ot ot o

I g < S o

o Further scrutiny exposed several irregularities such as centenarians being listed as new
voters, and names re-included without supportlng documents to maintain overall voter counts.

&Wﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁ % Tdtandt (100 o ¥ eiftre 3my arel) &1 U
Adedl & ¥U § Hlag &3], WWWWQW%%QW@WW@G
YT & G [ AT

o There were also gross variations in demographic statistics, such as a decline in the gender
ratio from 934 in September 2025 to 892 in the final roll, a statistically implausible shift,
inconsistent with population trends.

D ATl TAHIRIP I HHST 1 79 3R &, O 3 R argura & T, St Rydaw 2025 7
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934 I gea i I 892 8 AT, S Wi 1 WU F SHT deaa T 3R S ugfudt
& Y el Tl

These anomalies suggest data entry errors or unverified mass revisions, raising serious
questions about the integrity of the database.

4 fofmiqat e ¢t fedl a1 sreaTie 8 Fur= W WieHl o7 Hohd cll 8, Sl Serey
SRESal R MR Fard I3Kh &

Moreover, data transparency remained the primary concern. The lists of additions and
deletions were not published in machine-readable formats, preventing independent audit or
public scrutiny.

TP 1T, ST URGRIAT 7w i o+ 38| Sits ofR gers 1 ufafvay &) g w=hi=-
U319 URY | USRI a1 B1 15, fore W= siifee a1 wrdei-e A8eror srkiva gl
Collectively, these anomalies — from demographic distortions and manual errors to
opaque data handling — expose the fragility of electoral roll management and underscore
the urgent need for technology-driven verification and transparent data governance in
revisions.

Fa e, 3 fadnfoal — st fapfaal, dgsa Ffedl, ok 3Ruy SeTyaea 3§ —
TGN VT He b ASehell Bl SOTR Bl & 3R HRierl # ap-ie-ameivd Weara 3ik
IR SeT HATa &1 dlabIicid TRl di 3@iidd Bl ¢ |

On ECI-Net
ECI-Net U

ECI-Net is among the world’s largest and most dynamic digital databases, housing records
of nearly one billion voters.

ECI-Net T & Tad 93 3R I =i fefred Seraw & ¥ Us 5, oy & ue eRe

Hagrarsi & Rere |

Continuously updated through additions, address changes, and profile modifications, it is

searchable by Electoral Photo Identity Card (EPIC) ID and voter-name, and administered

by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Pune, India’s premier

computing R&D institution.

IR WS, Ua § geard, AR Nhgd Y= & [1egd § use o o §, 59 gArdt

wIe! Ug9 U (EPIC ID) 3R HaGTT A1 WIS o Y&l 2, 3R 39 Sed Bk Sqauie

gwmwm{ﬁﬂ(c DAC), QUt, YRd & TG SRS R&D HRIT gRT FaTferd favar Siral
I

Globally, few systems match the scale, functionality, and democratic significance of this
mission-critical database.

% TR R, 34 far-fpfesa Serew & 39, Srdarmar ok diedife 7gd & SRR
9gd HH Junferd |

By design, ECI-Net can detect duplicates, flag inconsistencies, and facilitate corrections
through authorised verification.

¥ SR, ECI-Net Ufafftr &1 uar e wevan 2, favinfoal &) fafed o= I&ar g,
3R SfRrpd TTU % W Y GUR P G Y IR ol 2
Its architecture can instantly produce real-time demographic and statistical reports
transparently and accurately.
D! TR ua-eT3H AT 3R Jifrata Raré & gid urexf 3k 9dts 0 1
GRINCRE G
With the integration of data analytic APls, the system can automatically identify and resolve
most anomalies and demographlc inconsistencies identified during recent revisions.

3T TAIRAES API & UBIGRUT & AT, TUICH BTt b1 ARNeHT & SR UgaT T8 =T
faenfaat ok STt Sravfer o1 W9a: UgaH 3IR 8 I Iabvdl ¢

However, the lack of disclosure and system-level analytics raises serious concerns.

gTdifes, Uahc Il 3R Ried-wRig TAIfafe e &t it iR fefar der axet 71

If automated audit and analytical tools already exist, they could have easily detected
duplication, demographic distortions, and data irregularities without large-scale manual
intervention.
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e Taatferd Siifee 3R faRAvuats U Ugd ¥ HiN[E &, dl 324 a8 UM W A3rd
g8y & far ufafafy, sAwifersia fagfaat, ik Ser siffaftaant s @ uar @ <t
Brail |

The failure to utilise these digital capabilities suggests institutional inertia or deliberate
avoidance of technology-based transparency.

3 f3fSted emansit &1 IUANT 7 ST TRINTG S dl A1 dp-tw-ATariyd UReRfar
SR 94 &1 Tobd ol 7
Such practices weaken confidence in the integrity of existing SoPs.

Y TRE DI YUTE TIS[ST SoPs FI 3RSl I fayRy &t HHoIR dat g |

Despite strong technical expertise within its leadership, the reliance on manual verification
over software-driven protocols remains inexplicable.

ST A Y T Aoigd A1 (ARSI o dTacle, ArdedaR-MUTRd Werbid & aord
Agare Fearae W e srofie s g2 31

Until data-driven audits and system-level transparency are prioritised, claims of
purification of electoral rolls will continue to invite public scepticism and institutional
introspection.

Sd % Sel-TUTid Siifee 3R Ren-wada ureRiar & urufidr 761 & S, gAmdt Jed
& YFSH0 & <A Ao Tog 3R GRIFTA TAMLEN BT ST B |

The Way Ahead
3T BT T

Today, India has one of the world’s most advanced digital ecosystems — from Aadhaar-
linked databases and UPI to data analytics and e-governance.

31T, YRd & U a1 & Fad I7d ffored sPIReH O @ U & — SMYUR-Rie Serad ik
UPI Y taR 3T TATaeay 3R $3@a-d a |
Yet, the procedures guiding SIR 2025 show little reflection of this progress.
fix o, SIR 2025 1 ARTGRd B arcl UiohaTd 39 W & HH &l G=fd ¢ |
The weaknesses are not merely administrative but structural, stemming from the absence of
traceability and database integration.

T o YR a1 dfeth YA ©, o SAfaTeId! 3R ST THIHRUT Bt

U T I gt 5|
Reforming the SoPs is therefore not optional; it is vital for safeguarding democratic
credibility.

SN, SoPs HT YR I ol o; T8 ApditA® [Ay-adar 3 Jen & faw Agaguf 3
The electoral roll must be recognised as a living, dynamic national asset rather than a
static, state-bound record.

TG U< D1 Yo Heitg, Tfasite It Wuftr & w0 # wr § S e, 7 i e RR,
TS Rl & =u |
Its accuracy directly shapes the integrity of elections and public confidence in electoral
governance.

ST YIHdT WY AT B SRESAT 3R AT TR § Ardei=1ap fAYRT &1 SR <oll ¢
Recent judicial observations have underscored the need to learn from the Bihar experience
as preparations begin for a nationwide revision.

feufort 3 ag Yaifrd fobam R o o9 fia TR W gt # 3O I BRiT R,
I faER egua 3 TR &t sa=addl g

Future SIR exercises must demonstrate procedural correctness, visible fairness,

transparency, and accountability.

ﬂa}%%gmmﬁummm,wm,m,aﬁ?muﬁh
|

The focus should shift to software-driven verification, digital audit trails, and real-time
corrections.

%mwmm,%ﬁmeﬁ%aaﬂahﬂw-mwﬁﬁmaﬂ
|
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o The ECI-Net should be made more user-friendly, technical glitches should be fixed promptly,

and an efficient and quick grievance redressal mechanism should be incorporated.

ECI-Net & 3% GuR-Irsall ST ST dleU, db-1d! Tearsdl I gid 31 [l ST
MR, 3R U HI AR IR Rrepraa fAaror &3 & e fasan s anfgal

e The 2025 SIR must not become another verification ritual; it must transform into a trust
revolution powered by technology based on transparency, verification, and integrity.
2025 SIR {2t 3 T 3FFH H 6l deaT a1fey; 38 uReRidT, Wy, 8iv sRasdr
TR 3NYTRT -1 gIRT Farterd fayr spifa 7 sga- anfigul

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 22 10 2025

1.
Net FDI inflow fell by 159% in August: RBI's data reveals

3T ® A¢ FDI Y418 159% FRT: RBI T S¢T UPbc HIdl e

2. | Chimps imbibe two cocktails’ worth of ethanol daily from ripe fruits

sl ufafeT u& wal @ G dieed & IR TAATAT UgUT Hd

3.

Quiz
4.

Core sector growth slows to 3-month low of 3% in Sept.

T3 &7 o1 gfe Radar # 3% @1 3-0gH Ft Yaaw R W) it
5.

India ‘must counter China’s plaint at WTO on EV car sop, battery PLI
plan’

YRd & WTO H EV ®R Jdfeis! 3R dedt PLI TieHT WR 919 &t Rremd
T Sd1d AT I1fgu
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Net FDI inflow fell
by 159% in August:
RBI's data reveals

FDI fall

While the total amount of money leaving the country fell in
August 2025, the amount invested in India fell more, leaving

net FDI in the negative

(in sbillion)

August 2024

August 2025

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

Net Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) into India fell
159% in August, with more
money leaving the country
than entering it, according
to official data. This is the
second time this financial
year that outflows have ex-
ceeded inflows.

However, the picture is
reversed when looked at
over a longer time period,
with net FDI between April
and August 2025 more
than 121% higher than in
the same five-month pe-
riod of the previous year.

The Hindu’s analysis of
data released by the Re-
serve Bank of India shows
that the repatriation and
disinvestment by foreign
firms in India and the in-
vestments done abroad by
Indian companies — which
add up to the total money
leaving the country — was
higher than the gross
amount that was invested
into India in August 2025.

Gross investments into
India stood at $6,049 mil-
lion in August 2025, 30.6%
lower than their level in
August last year and 45.5%
lower than in July this year.
This was the lowest level of
gross inflows in this finan-
cial year so far.

The amount repatriated
and disinvested by foreign
companies operating in In-
dia stood at $4,928 million
in August 2025, down 5.4%
from the amount in August
2024 but nearly 30% high-
er than the amount in July
2025.

Foreign investments by
Indian companies con-
tracted 29.7% in August
2025 to $1,736 million, the
lowest in this financial

Core sector
growth slows to
3-month low

NEW DELHI

Growth in activity in the eight
core sectors slowed to a
three-month low of 3% in
September on centraction in
the coal, crude oil, natural gas
and refinery products, as well
as a relatively sharp slowdown
in fertilizers, as per official
data. » PAGE 12

year. Taken together, this

meant that net FDI into In-
dia — the difference bet-
ween the gross amount
coming in and the total
amount going out — stood
at -$616 million in August
2025, 159% lower than in
August last year. That is,
more money left the coun-
try in August 2025 than en-
tering it that month.

This had happened in
May 2025 as well, albeit at
a smaller scale, as net FDI
had stood at -$5 million
during that month.

Rosier long-term

Net FDI in the April-August
2025 period was $10,128
million, more than 121%
higher than in the same pe-
riod last year. This was dri-
ven by an 18.2% increase in
gross inflows ($43,760 mil-
lion) entering the country
and a 6.1% contraction in
repatriation and disinvest-
ment ($21,205 million)
leaving India during this
period.

Foreign investment by
Indian companies stood at
$12,427 million in the April-
August 2025 period, up
nearly 26% over the same
period of the previous
year.

Net FDI inflow fell by 159% in August: RBI's data
reveals

3T | A< FDI YdTg 159% fIRT: RBI &7 ST Udhe
HIAT 8

o Net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into India fell 159% in
August, with more money leaving the country than entering it,
according to official data.

MYBIRG SHihs! & SFUR, YR | Ae fad=it ucer fa=r (Fpi)
IR | 159% FRT, ST =1 9 S16R S arel O ¢/ | S arct
9T 31 T

. This is the second time this financial year that outflows have
exceeded inflows.

Ig 39 faxia 9 § GERY SR ¢ O o=T & 18X o aret o
(outflows) 3 H 3 a1 T (inflows) T 31 ga|

. However, the picture is reversed when looked at over a
longer time period, with net FDI between April and August 2025
more than 121% higher than in the same five-month period of the
previous year.

BT, T THY & P10 & G@T o of fRUfd Iaie &, i st
¥ 3T 2025 T AAe FDI fUsd adf & 9ar uig weiA 3t @i
Pt AT T 121% 9 AU 21|

. The Hindu’s analysis of data released by the Reserve Bank
of India shows that the repatriation and disinvestment by foreign
firms in India and the investments done abroad by Indian
companies — which add up to the total money leaving the country
— was higher than the gross amount that was invested into India in
August 2025.

The Hindu & fARAYUr & SR, RBI gRT IR} 3fidhs fd@m & f
YR & fagzh dufal gr1 8 aras Yo 3R fAasr gern
(repatriation 3} disinvestment) 3R YR Hufal gRT fager &
femar T e — St 331 @ S1eR OF a1 ad 98 H JSdT ® — ST
2025 ¥ HIRd ¥ a1 &1 Fa A | aifers 47|

. Gross investments into India stood at $6,049 million in
August 2025, 30.6% lower than their level in August last year and
45.5% lower than in July this year.

YRd H $d =T SRR 2025 | $6,049 firfera= o1, < fUwd oo
3T & &R 4 30.6% HH 3R U Y 15 4 45.5% HH 1|

. This was the lowest level of gross inflows in this financial
year so far.

Ig 39 fo<ita oy & 319 d% & APd A (gross inflows) HT HaQ
e =R Tl

. The amount repatriated and disinvested by foreign
companies operating in India stood at $4,928 million in August
2025, down 5.4% from the amount in August 2024 but nearly
30% higher than the amount in July 2025.

YRd § HRRA fae=ht Hufal gRT 99 aray Yo iR fa=r germr
(repatriation 3R disinvestment) 3T 2025 T $4,928 fafera=t
T, S 3T 2024 HI T H 5.4% HH AT Afs JelTs 2025 DI g
T T 30% S T

. Foreign investments by Indian companies contracted 29.7%
in August 2025 to $1,736 million, the lowest in this financial year.

YR Ul gRT fae=h o= 3nTat 2025 A 29.7% YT $1,736

forfera= g1 man, S 39 fodho o & Te@ HH B
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Taken together, this meant that net FDI into India — the difference between the gross amount
coming in and the total amount going out — stood at -$616 million in August 2025, 159%
lower than in August last year.

THR® FU ¥, TS HAAE g [ YRA & A FDI — 3T aTet et MR 3R 918w o aredt
T IR P ST BT 3R — TR 2025 | -$616 Tt o1, o1 Usd 9 orrd &1 a1 &
159% HH UT|

That is, more money left the country in August 2025 than entering it that month.

T, ST 2025 | AT A AIER AT 9161 UAT 36 WA H 3 arad 99 & 3ifres o)

This had happened in May 2025 as well, albeit at a smaller scale, as net FDI had stood at -$5
million during that month.

Tg U3 2025 T +ft gar 1, gl S8 UHM R, Fiifds 39 71 A A< FDI -$5 R 1|

Rosier long-term

Srdeifere v @ dgav RAufd

Net FDI in the April-August 2025 period was $10,128 million, more than 121% higher than
in the same period last year.

30S-3RH 2025 $Y A & A FDI $10,128 fAferas o1, S fUsa avf &) ga= 3afy &
T H 121% & AP 1|

This was driven by an 18.2% increase in gross inflows ($43,760 million) entering the

country and a 6.1% contraction in repatriation and disinvestment ($21,205 million)

leaving India during this period.

Ig 39 3fafd & SR /1 | 3 a1t Wbt 3= 7 18.2% af (943,760 frfermey) sik A &

8T 9T arad 0 H 6.1% FARTAT (repatriation 3T disinvestment $21,205 fiifera) &

DRUT g3HT|

Foreign investment by Indian companies stood at $12,427 million in the April-August 2025

period, up nearly 26% over the same period of the previous year.
Hufal gRT faexh Fawr sMitd-erRe 2025 @t 3afy o $12,427 fuferr= un, < fUsa

IS &1 U 3fafd B AT H TTHT 26% A 7|
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Chi

s imbibe two cocktails’ worth

of ethanol daily from ripe fruits

Do chimpanzees actively prefer fruits with higher alcohol content, or are they simply attracted to the sweetness of ripe fruits? Robert Dudley, who first proposed the drunken

monkey hypothesis in 2014, has theorised that alcohol in fruits could serve as a cue for ripeness — a signal of extra calories and perhaps enhanced taste

Ipsita !er!eg

hile humans have been

drinking alcohol for

thousands of years, some

scientists think this
history could go back millions of years.
According to the drunken monkey
hypothesis, humans’ taste and indeed
preference for alcohol may have
evolutionary roots, shaped by our
primate ancestors consuming small doses
of alcohol found inside ripe fruit. Our
bodies may also have evolved to
metabolise alcoholic compounds more
effectively as a result.

In a new study in Science Advances,
researchers at the University of California
(UC), Berkeley, analysed ripe fruits eaten
by wild chimpanzees, the closest living
relatives of humans, to discover that
chimpanzees could be ingesting as much
alcohol as in one to two glasses of wine
every day.

Ripe fruits

Chimpanzees share about 98.8% of their
DNA with humans, making them an
excellent model for exploring questions
about human evolution. Their fruit-heavy
diet is also believed to resemble that of
our last common ancestor. By estimating
the chimpanzees’ daily alcohol intake
from these fruits, researchers can gain
insights into the levels that may have been
ingested by this ancestor as well.

The researchers conducted their
studies in two forests in Africa: one in
Ngogo in Kibale National Park in Uganda,
home to one of the world’s largest known
chimpanzee communities; and the other
in the Tai National Park in Céte d’Ivoire.

From previous observations, the
researchers had already identified the
fruit varieties the chimpanzees
consumed. They collected ripe fruits from
these feeding sites — sometimes plucked
directly from branches, at others scooped
up from the ground just after they
dropped — and tested them in the lab for
their alcohol content. Since they also
knew the approximate quantity of fruit a
single chimpanzee ate, they were able to
estimate the amount of alcohol the
individual ingested in a single day.

The lab results confirmed that the
fruits the chimpanzees consumed did
contain small amounts of ethanol. The
microbe yeast, which is used to brew beer
and wine, is naturally present in fruits.
When the fruits ripen, their sugar content
increases and the yeast ferments these
sugars into alcohol.

‘Nearly two drinks’

The lab results also showed that ripe
fruits contained less than 1% alcohol. To
compare, a pint of beer (473 ml) typically

contains 4-6% alcohol by volume.
However, unlike humans, a large portion
of a chimpanzee’s diet consists of fruits:
nearly three-quarters of their intake,
amounting to around 4.5 kg per day.

“The chimpanzees are eating 5-10% of
their body weight in a day in ripe fruit, so
even low concentrations yield a high daily
total, a substantial dosage of alcohol,”
Robert Dudley, an evolutionary
physiologist at UC Berkeley, and coauthor
of the study, said.

Researchers calculated that the total
alcohol intake from consuming fruits
amounted to roughly 14 grams —
equivalent to a glass of wine, or two when
adjusted for a chimpanzee’s body weight.

“Across all sites, male and female
chimpanzees are consuming about 14
grams of pure ethanol per day in their
diet, which is equal to one standard
American drink,” said Alexsey Maro, a
PhD researcher at UC Berkeley, and the
first author of the paper. “When you
adjust for body mass, because chimps
weigh almost 40 kg versus a typical
human at 70 kg, it goes up to nearly two
drinks.”

‘An evolved attraction’

Among the 21 fruit varieties the
researchers identified in the
chimpanzees’ diet, the primates showed a
strong preference for sticky figs (Ficus
mucuso). Only 75 of these figs, which are
abundant and sugary, can contain as
much as 10 grams of alcohol — a
significant amount when consumed in a

These findings suggest that an
attraction to ethanol is deeply
embedded in animal and human
evolutionary history

KIMBERLEY HOCKINGS

University of Exeter

single bout.

However, despite consuming as much
as 14 g of alcohol in a day, the
chimpanzees didn’t display any obvious
signs of intoxication. Researchers
suggested this was because they didn’t
imbibe the alcohol in one go but spread it
throughout the day. The researchers also
said such low-level exposure to natural
alcohol may have influenced key
physiological adaptations.

“Our research shows that chimpanzees
in Cantanchez National Park in
Guinea-Bissau share fermented fruits with
each other and use leaf tools to access
fermented palm wine harvested by
humans, indicating an evolved attraction
and tolerance to ethanol,” Kimberley
Hockings, a primatologist at the
University of Exeter who has been
studying apes in West Africa, said. “These
findings suggest that an attraction to
ethanol is deeply embedded in animal
and human evolutionary history.”

This interpretation is aligned with
research by Matthew Carrigan, an

An adult female and an infant chimpanzee feeding on Ficus sur in Kibale National Park, Uganda, 2005. ALAIN HOULE (HARVARD UNIVERSITY)

associate professor of biology at College
of Central Florida, USA. His work has
concluded that about 10 million years
ago, the last common ancestor of living
African apes and modern humans
experienced a genetic mutation that
increased the rate of ethanol metabolism
40-fold.

Cue for ripeness

The UC Berkeley study also raises a few
questions. Do chimpanzees actively
prefer fruits with higher alcohol content,
or are they simply attracted to the
sweetness of ripe fruits?

Dr. Dudley, who first proposed the
drunken monkey hypothesis in 2014, has
theorised that alcohol in fruits could serve
as a cue for ripeness — a signal of extra
calories and perhaps enhanced taste that
adds to the pleasure of eating.

While previous studies have
documented alcohol use in chimpanzees,
the UC Berkeley effort is the first to
measure the alcohol content of the fruits
they consume.

Tetsuro Matsuzawa, former director of
the Primate Research Institute at Kyoto
University, Japan, said, “These
observations contribute to a growing
body of evidence for the drunken monkey
hypothesis. From tool-assisted palm wine
drinking to the spontaneous consumption
of fermented fruits, wild chimpanzees
consistently show behaviours that suggest
an evolved attraction to ethanol.”

(Ipsita Herlekar is an independent
science writer. ipsitaherlekar@gmail.com)

Chimps imbibe two cocktails’ worth of ethanol daily from ripe fruits

sl ufafed e wal A 3 Plded & SRTaR TIATA 0T HId

Drunken Monkey Hypothesis and Chimpanzees’ Alcohol Intake

$o "ol uReear iR fRafmt &1 srepiea G

¢ While humans have been drinking alcohol for thousands of years, some scientists think this
history could go back millions of years.

STafh T gl a9 9 RS 0t B §, F© IS &1 A1 § 6 I8 sfagr aral af g
s‘rwu%?

THE GIST

Chimpanzees share
approximately 98.8% of their
DNA with humans. Their diet
is also believed to resemble
that of our last common
ancestor. By estimating
chimpanzees’ alcohol intake,
researchers can gain insights
into this ancestor’s diet

v

The surveyed chimpanzees
consumed 5-10% of their
body weight in ripe fruit per
day, so even low
concentrations yielded a high
daily total. Alcohol intake
amounted to 14 grams of
pure ethanol per day. When
adjusted for body mass, it
amounted to two drinks

v

Among the 21 fruit identified
in the chimpanzees’ diet, the
primates showed a preference
for sticky figs. Only 75 of
these figs can contain as
much as 10 grams of alcohol.
Researchers say such
exposure to alcohol may have
influenced key physiological
adaptations
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e According to the drunken monkey hypothesis, humans’ taste and preference for alcohol
may have evolutionary roots, shaped by our primate ancestors consuming small doses of

alcohol found inside npe fruit.
$H SR, ISl &1 IRT & Ul WTe 3R Fb1a fIwraardt sroi 3
ST 81 Ul g, Gl‘rstrﬁmﬁzqﬁa’rgmu%wﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁ 3fehIed B ISt I & Ja-
9 fasfid ga|

e Ourbodies may also have evolved to metabolise alcoholic compounds more effectively as
a result.

Y% IRUTAEEY §AR IRR A Sehigiord die! &) gam ot &mar sifis gurd w9 3
fa Ry o ot gt

¢ |nanew study in Science Advances, researchers at the University of California (UC),
Berkeley analysed ripe fruits eaten by wild chimpanzees to discover that chimpanzees could
be ingesting as much alcohol as in one to two glasses of wine every day.

ITSH TSTiA H USIRId U U - |, Sfewi-ar fayfaemed (uc), Iha & nudmaisit
J STl RISt gRT WM U U Wt o1 fazawur fhar $ik uran f oS ufafe ue | |t
R a8 & R 3chIgd BT AGT HI R 8l hd 8

Ripe Fruits and Evolutionary Insight

U Bl 3R fIeraard! aqs

o Chimpanzees share about 98.8% of their DNA with humans, making them an excellent

model for explonng questions about human evolution.
%wuaﬂﬂmgs 8% DNA W31 v &, o d ura e S SR usit &

T & fol SPpT Aled T 7 |

e Their fruit-heavy diet is also believed to resemble that of our last common ancestor.
31 el TR AT SR 4R 3ifad Jra=a qde & 3MER J e Wral {1 Sl g |

e By estimating the chimpanzees’ daily alcohol intake from these fruits, researchers can gain
|nS|ghts into the levels that may have been ingested by this ancestor as well.

wal § ffifiort & 3f e sremied A9 &1 A TaR, T I8 JHY Tdhd § b AR
Ujﬁiﬁﬁmawlsmmwm O

e The researchers conducted their studies in two forests in Africa: Ngogo in Kibale National
Park (Uganda) and Tai National Park (Cote d’lvoire).

ARG 3 1T & Q1 ol 7 Sfeere foat. =i (bt 3R arg
e 1 e RTE SET, ) R

e From previous observations, the researchers had already identified the fruit varieties the
chlmpanzees consumed.

Ugd & SAAIDHl U, TREars] 7 Ugd g1 37 Wal @I fhwl ot ugaH Hx o ot g feftsh
TTd g

e They collected ripe fruits from these feeding sites — sometimes plucked directly from
branches, at others scooped up from the ground — and tested them in the lab for their
alcohol content.

351 31 HISH Ridl I Uob Bl Dl Tohd fbar — it died wrarsit I df waft S 8 33T —
3R I8 WANTRITE ¥ Srepigd Bt AT & e wdigror foman|

e Since they also knew the approximate quantity of fruit a chimpanzee ate, they were able to
estimate the amount of alcohol an individual ingested in a single day.

i 3% T8 f uar U1 i v fRidSht ufafeT anrye fpaeit wen & wa @ran €, safie 3 te
&1 o IUb GRT UG fb T Sfehigd B AT HT SFTHM R b |

Fermentation and Alcohol Content

fpuae 3R srehigd B HET

e The lab results confirmed that the fruits the chimpanzees consumed did contain small
amounts of ethanol.

TRINTRITET GO = gff &t fos RiUforl gR1 @ T wat § 4t am # gad=ra g R
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The microbe yeast, used to brew beer and wiqe, is naturally prgsgnt in fruits.
tﬁwgrmﬁﬁ&mﬂa, SNt foeR 3R aTe o | Uge Bidl 5, Bdll § WTHTd® U | Hisg
edl gl

When the fruits ripen, their sugar content increases and the yeast ferments these sugars
into alcohol.

;awuﬁ% 0 379 IER B HEAT 9 ATt @ 3R ARe 7 Iadbrslt $F repigd A dgd ol
|

‘Nearly Two Drinks’ Equivalent
I Gl {§H & RIR

The lab results showed that ripe fruits contained less than 1% alcohol.

OROITH! ¥ UdT e [d U Bal 8 1% o $H Aepigd U
For comparison, a pint of beer (473 ml) typically contains 4-6% alcohol by volume.
I & forg, e fie iR (473 frefidie?) & SMdR W 4-6% siedigd gidl o

Unlike humans, a large portion of a chimpanzee’s diet consists of fruits — nearly three-
quarters, amounting to around 4.5 kg per day.

T & faudia, fiifordt & SMeR &1 93T R el & &1 8IdT § — AT dfiH-=nTs, oY
yfafe T 4.5 fpaumm g 2|

“The chimpanzees are eating 5-10% of their body weight in ripe fruit, so even low
concentrations yield a high daily total,” said Robert Dudley, evolutionary physiologist at UC
Berkeley.
fefton Ufife 30 YRR & ao1 BT 5-10% b Tl & ©0 8 WTd &, SAfod HH wigar &
&% Sichigd B AT 31 BIcl §,” — eI RIae SSeil, UC Tl o fasrard! TR fageht 71
Researchers calculated that the total alcohol intake amounted to roughly 14 grams —
equivalent to a glass of wine, or two when adjusted for body weight.

[ = S HH RN o $dl Seeblgd Had AU 14 I UT — Sl T Rrara arga &
R 8, mmﬂv%m%wa‘rﬁm%mw
“Across all sites, male and female chimpanzees are consuming about 14 grams of pure
ethanol per day, equal to one standard American drink,” said Alexsey Maro, PhD
researcher at UC Berkeley.

Tt R R, TR 3R A1eT RS ufafeT Ty 14 99 g wdAT &1 391 IR ©, 5 T
AHS AN f$F & TR 5,” — HoT TARA ARY, UC Tobal b U] TNyl |

“When adjusted for body mass, because chimps weigh almost 40 kg versus a typical human
at 70 kg, it goes up to nearly two drinks.”

TS IR & qoiT (FRrdsit — a1RT 40 fom, 7 - 70 f5om) & SrTaR FERIS foar srar
&, Ol I8 T @RTHAT &Y f§ & SRIeR g1 oIt g 17

An Evolved Attraction

U faswfid sieyur

Among the 21 fruit varieties the researchers identified in the chimpanzees’ diet, the primates
showed a strong preference for sticky figs (Ficus mucuso).

frforat & omeR & WMedmatat gRT Ug= i 718 21 Wwd yeifaal #, wrghey A faufad sieiw
(Ficus mucuso) & Uid 31 gepra fe@mn|

Only 75 of these figs, which are abundant and sugary, can contain as much as 10 grams of
alcohol — a significant amount when consumed in a single bout.

Fad 75 3efiR, S TR AT H SR i3 81 €, & 10 UTH fehied ad 8! Udhdl § — Sl U §R
H ¥4 I W TS Wgdqul A=A 6 |

Despite consuming as much as 14 g of alcohol in a day, the chimpanzees didn’t display any
obvious signs of intoxication.

TR & 14 UTH Sfepigd A7 $ ravie, RiEt & T ¥ Ty waror e fewr Rul
Researchers suggested this was because they didn’t imbibe the alcohol in one go but
spread it throughout the day.
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Mecpaial 3 ggd faar s TaT Sufery g i S srehied & U A1y e, sfews fo
R fiR-8R g fasan

The researchers also said such low-level exposure to natural alcohol may have influenced
key physiological adaptations.

Meymdisd = a8 1t 381 i TPpide sichled & 54 UBR & HH TR & 6D - Ageayquf
RRE g &) yHIfd fobar g Tave 31

“Our research shows that chimpanzees in Cantanchez National Park (Guinea-Bissau)
share fermented fruits with each other and use leaf tools to access fermented palm wine
harvested by humans,” said Kimberley Hockings, primatologist at the University of Exeter.

“THAR T T Tl Iad ¢ fob FF-faares & sidies A=Ma urd J ool th-gak & 9y

fopfoaa wer arsm ®vd € IR T gR1 UeHHd ffvad urd 9151 0% uge & o ufwat |

?WWWW%—WWW,W%W@WW
|

This indicates an evolved attraction and tolerance to ethanol.

I udHTa & ufd faefa smedur i wg-eiadr ol i g |

“These findings suggest that an attraction to ethanol is deeply embedded in animal and
human evolutlonary history

g feepef ﬂ%%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%qﬁmﬁmaﬂaﬁﬁmaﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ
TeRTs | fAfga g

This interpretation aligns with research by Matthew Carrigan, associate professor of biology
at College of Central Florida, USA.

H%@T?Tﬁulaiﬁ'lﬂ mﬁawﬁgﬂwhﬁ:ﬂ USA & Siidiasi Fgait UItheR & Y &
3T g

His work concluded that about 10 million years ago, the last common ancestor of African
apes and modern humans experienced a genetic mutation that increased the rate of
ethanol metabolism 40-fold.

3D g ¥ Ty Fama fas @y 1 wis a9 U, Sihid! arRl 8iR SyfAe Il &
SifeT A= g § Ue STaiRIe uf¥ade (genetic mutation) §3fT, oM THTa &
AeTaifered Bt &3 Bi 40 AT g1 |

Cue for Ripeness

Uh+ $T Hbd

The UC Berkeley study raises questions — do chimpanzees actively prefer fruits with higher
alcohol content, or are they simply attracted to the sweetness of ripe fruits?

UC Ta 3iea 3 Uy JoTT — 1 fRIOSh i Srehled gad wal & 9ihd ©U J Tig
I 8, T d Had U Hel Bt (T I AHd BId 62

Dr. Robert Dudley, who first proposed the drunken monkey hypothesis in 2014, theorised
that alcohol in fruits could serve as a cue for ripeness — a signal of extra calories and
enhanced taste that adds to the pleasure of eating.

31, Wae s, f6iH 2014 W b Tt uledqt o &1 off, 3 Rigia foan i wart &
IS Wﬁqﬁfﬂm (cue for ripeness) s‘rw% S 3t Hard 3R IgR
TWIE BT Thd Sl 8, o @M &1 311G §¢ Il 8|
While previous studies have documented alcohol use in chimpanzees, the UC Berkeley
effort is the first to measure the alcohol content of the fruits they consume.

gratifes U srepat o Uit gRT siewied Ta-T &1 Ieeid fohdn T T, A uc adha &1
g ALY U5 © oA S gRT WL 7T Tl & Sfeehigd UTAT &I AT

Tetsuro Matsuzawa, former director of the Primate Research Institute at Kyoto
University, Japan, said these observations contribute to the growing evidence for the
drunken monkey hypothe3|s

R ATegITa1, Ftel fayfaerey, smue & wighe frad $idtege & qd Foxe A el &
3 3fqclich-T Gp Hept TRBUT & qgd THIUN § TRISH P & |

From tool-assisted palm wine drinking to the spontaneous consumption of fermented
fruits, wild chimpanzees consistently show behaviours suggesting an evolved attraction to
ethanol.
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Questions and Answers to the October 20
edition of the daily quiz: 1. The year in
which World Statistics Day was first observed.
Ans: 2010; it is observed every five years
2. The motto of this year's World Statistics
Day. Ans: ‘Driving change with quality
statistics and data for everyone’

3. Number of member states which make up
the United Nations. Ans: 193 member
states

4. The fourth most widely practised religion in
the world. Ans: Buddhism

5. This is the largest of all Orders, constituting
25% of all known animal species. Ans: The
insect Order Coleoptera

6. The world’s largest company by market cap
estimated to be in excess of $4.5 trillion. Ans:
Nvidia

Visual: Name this scientist. Ans: Prof. P.C.
Mahalanobis

Early Birds: Patrick Vijayan| Lalchand
Bhutani| Anil Warrier| Deepak Gogiya|
Anubhav Gupta

Quiz
World Statistics Day: First Observed in 2010

o World Statistics Day is an international observance
established to recognize the importance of statistics in shaping
societies and economies.

e The first World Statistics Day was celebrated on 20
October 2010, under the theme: "Celebrating the many
achievements in statistics."”

e The observance was initiated by the United Nations
Statistical Commission during its 41st session in February
2010, which proposed celebrating 20 October 2010 as World
Statistics Day.

o The UN General Assembly formally endorsed this proposal,
setting aside 20 October each year to honor the role of
statistics in government, business, and community decision-
making.

World Statistics Day 2025: '‘Driving Change with
Quality Statistics and Data for Everyone’

o Frequency: Every five years, as designated by the United
Nations Statistical Commission

e Purpose: To emphasize the importance of high-quality,
accessible, and timely statistics in shaping policies and fostering
sustainable development globally

« Significance in 2025: Coincides with the United Nations'

80th anniversary, highlighting the critical role of data in achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)

Theme Explanation

e Theme: "Driving Change with Quality Statistics and Data for Everyone"

e Focus Areas:

o Inclusivity: Ensuring that statistical data is accessible to all, leaving no one behind
o Quality: Emphasizing the need for reliable and accurate data to inform decision-

making

o Innovation: Promoting the use of modern technologies and methodologies in data
collection and analysis

o Collaboration: Encouraging partnerships among governments, international
organizations, civil society, and the private sector to enhance statistical systems

Number of Member States in the United Nations

e The United Nations comprises 193 member states.
e Each member state holds one seat in the UN General Assembly, ensuring equal

representation.

e Membership is open to all sovereign states that accept the obligations of the UN Charter
and are able and willing to carry out these obligations.
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e The UN was established on 24 October 1945, with 51 founding member states.
e Membership has expanded over time, with the most recent addition being South Sudan in
2011.

Membership Criteria

o States wishing to join the UN must be recommended by the UN Security Council and
approved by a two-thirds majority in the General Assembly.

e The admission process ensures that new members are committed to upholding the principles
of the UN Charter.

Buddhism: The Fourth Most Widely Practised Religion in the World

o Buddhism is the fourth largest religion globally, following Christianity, Islam, and
Hinduism.

e |tis a spiritual tradition and philosophy founded by Siddhartha Gautama, known as the
Buddha, in India around the 5th—4th century BCE.

e Buddhism emphasizes ethical conduct, meditation, and wisdom as a path to
enlightenment (Nirvana).

Global Distribution

e Buddhism is practiced predominantly in East Asia, Southeast Asia, and parts of South
Asia.

e Major countries with Buddhist populations include China, Thailand, Japan, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Cambodia, Vietham, South Korea, and Bhutan.

o World population practicing Buddhism is estimated at around 500 million, constituting
roughly 6—7% of the global population.

Core Teachings

e The Four Noble Truths:
o Life involves suffering (dukkha).
o Suffering arises from desire (tanha).
o There is a cessation of suffering (Nirvana).
o The Eightfold Path leads to the cessation of suffering.
e The Eightfold Path:
o Right View, Right Intention, Right Speech, Right Action, Right Livelihood, Right
Effort, Right Mindfulness, Right Concentration.
e Buddhism encourages mindfulness, compassion, and non-violence.

Branches of Buddhism

o Theravada: Practiced mainly in Sri Lanka, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar.
e Mahayana: Found in China, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam.
o Vajrayana (Tibetan Buddhism): Found in Tibet, Bhutan, and Mongolia.

Historical and Cultural Significance

e Buddhism spread via trade routes like the Silk Road, influencing art, culture, and
philosophy across Asia.

¢ Iconic Buddhist symbols include the Dharma Wheel (Dharmachakra) and Lotus Flower.

e UNESCO World Heritage sites such as Bodh Gaya (India), Borobudur (Indonesia), and
Angkor Wat (Cambodia) reflect Buddhist heritage.

Insect Order Coleoptera: The Largest Order of Animals

Page44

e Coleoptera, commonly known as beetles, is the largest order of animals in the world.
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It constitutes roughly 25% of all known animal species, making it a highly diverse and
successful group.

The name “Coleoptera” comes from Greek: ‘koleos’ meaning sheath and ‘ptera’ meaning
wings, referring to their hardened forewings (elytra) that protect the hindwings and
abdomen.

Global Diversity

Coleoptera includes over 400,000 described species, and scientists estimate there may be
more than 500,000 species yet to be discovered.

Beetles inhabit almost every ecosystem, including forests, deserts, freshwater, and
agricultural landscapes.

Major families include Carabidae (ground beetles), Scarabaeidae (scarab beetles),
Coccinellidae (ladybugs), and Curculionidae (weevils).

Morphology and Adaptations

Beetles have chewing mouthparts, complete metamorphosis (egg, larva, pupa, adult),
and a wide variety of body shapes and sizes.

The elytra provide protection from predators, dehydration, and physical damage.

Beetles have evolved to exploit diverse food sources, including plants, fungi, decaying
matter, and other insects.

Ecological and Economic Importance

Pollinators: Some beetles help in pollination of flowers.

Decomposers: Many species feed on dead plants and animals, aiding nutrient cycling.
Pest Control: Predatory beetles control populations of pests in agriculture.

Pests: Some beetles, such as the Colorado potato beetle or boll weevil, are major
agricultural pests.

Nvidia: The World’s Largest Company by Market Capitalization

Nvidia Corporation is an American multinational technology company headquartered in
Santa Clara, California.

It is currently recognized as the world’s largest company by market capitalization,
estimated to exceed $4.5 trillion.

Nvidia is a leading designer of Graphics Processing Units (GPUs), which are critical for
gaming, Al, data centers, and supercomputing applications.

Historical Background

Founded in 1993 by Jensen Huang, Chris Malachowsky, and Curtis Priem.

Initially focused on graphics cards for PCs, Nvidia later expanded into high-performance
computing and Al solutions.

Nvidia pioneered GPU-accelerated computing, enabling massive improvements in parallel
processing for Al and machine learning.
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Core sector growth slows to
3-month low of 3% in Sept.

Slowdown driven by 4 fuel-related sectors — coal, crude oil, natural gas, and refinery products;

Steel was the only one of the eight core sectors that saw growth quicken in September to 14.1%

F ~— -

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rowth in activity in
the eight core sec-
tors of the econo-

my slowed to a three-
month low of 3% in Sep-
tember dragged down by
contraction in the coal,
crude oil, natural gas and
refinery products as well as
a relatively sharp slow-
down in fertilizers, official
data showed.

The data in the Index of
Eight Core Industries re-
leased by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
shows the index’s perfor-
mance in September was
faster than a year earlier
but slowest since this June.

Fuel-related sectors

The slower growth was dri-
ven by fuel-related sectors
— coal, crude oil, natural
gas and refinery products.

Growth worries: Crude oil sector contracted 1.25% from a
contraction of 3.9% last September. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

The coal sector con-
tracted 1.19% compared
with 2.6% growth a year
earlier, and a 11.4% growth
in August.

Crude oil sector con-
tracted 1.25% from a con-
traction of 3.9% in Septem-
ber last year. Notably, the
crude oil sector had grown

2.4% in August, the first
month of growth in eight
months.

The natural gas sector
witnessed the largest con-
traction, of 3.8%, in Sep-
tember. The sector con-
tracted for 15 consecutive
months, data showed.

Likely due to the side in

Core sector growth slows to 3-month low of 3% in Sept.

q@ &7 31 gics Radar & 3% 3 3-0g1H &1 gAaq o wR diwdt

the crude oil sector, refin-
ery products contracted by
3.6% this September com-
pared with a 5.8% growth a
year earlier.

Fertilizers slow down
The fertilizer sector saw
growth slowing to 1.6% in
September compared with
1.9% a year earlier and
4.6% in August 2025. The
cement sector, too, saw
growth slowing to 5.3% in
September from 7.6% a
year earlier.

Growth in the electricity
sector slowed to 2.1% in
September, faster than the
0.5% seen in September
2024, but slower than the
4.1% in August this year.

The steel sector was the
only one of the eight core
sectors that saw growth
quicken in September to
14.1% from 1.8% in Septem-
ber last year, and 13.6% in
August 2025.

o  Slowdown driven by 4 fuel-related sectors — coal, crude oil, natural gas, and refinery
products; Steel was the only one of the eight core sectors that saw growth quicken in
September to 14.1%
it 3fS 4 SeF-iala & — Praen, F=n da, wHfae 1 iR e Sare! grT
URd; 39 RideR T i o 819 arel Sfoval & &Ea AT, Sl 14.1% R Ugdl|

o Growth in activity in the eight core sectors of the economy slowed to a three-month low of
3% in September dragged down by contraction in the coal, crude oil, natural gas and refinery
products as well as a relatively sharp slowdown in fertilizers, official data showed.
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e The data in the Index of Eight Core Industries released by the Ministry of Commerce

and Industry shows the index’s performance in September was faster than a year earlier but

slowest since this June.
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Fuel-related sectors
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e The slower growth was driven by fuel-related sectors — coal, crude oil, natural gas and
refinery products.
%%ﬂrﬁq@é‘uq-ﬁaf\waa‘f—m, P 9, Wpfae A 3R g Iaure) gr1 ofkd

I

¢ The coal sector contracted 1.19% compared with 2.6% growth a year earlier, and a 11.4%
growth in August.
BT & 1.19% ps T, wafd Uod af 2.6% @t 3fg g3 of, 3R 3R & 11.4% 3 oot
CIRIERT

e Crude oil sector contracted 1.25% from a contraction of 3.9% in September last year.
Notably, the crude oil sector had grown 2.4% in August, the first month of growth in eight
months.
T dd &7 1.25% Ripe T, e Usd av RideR & I8 3.9% Rigps &1 4Tl & &= and
2 T o O o Od &7 2.4% FeT T, S 3116 HelH! | uga gfa il

e The natural gas sector witnessed the largest contraction, of 3.8%, in September. The sector
contracted for 15 consecutive months, data showed.
UTrpfae A9 87 § Rider § Tad 981 YpeH 3.8% ot [T 71| 3Mhs! & AR, I &
TR 15 HEHA 9 Rige w18

o Likely due to the slide in the crude oil sector, refinery products contracted by 3.6% this
September compared with a 5.8% growth a year earlier.

Hedl dl &7 | fIRTae & HRU, 39 RideR § Rere=d 3w 3.6% Rigps T, wafe zd af
5.8% @1 gfa g% |

Fertilizers slow down

SR & Bt Hl

e The fertilizer sector saw growth slowing to 1.6% in September compared with 1.9% a year
earlier and 4.6% in August 2025.

Idv® &7 gfs RideR T 1.6% s efitdi 81 12, Srafes fUsat avf 78 1.9% 3R 3 2025 A
4.6% 9|

e The cement sector, too, saw growth slowing to 5.3% in September from 7.6% a year earlier.
e & 7 o i fUsd avf 7.6% ¥ gea RidaR § 5.3% 81 Ts

e Growth in the electricity sector slowed to 2.1% in September, faster than the 0.5% seen in
September 2024, but slower than the 4.1% in August this year.
fagga &7 0 93 RidsR & 2.1% W i 81 715, S RideR 2024 & 0.5% <, A 39 a9 s
" 4.1% 9 &7 |

o The steel sector was the only one of the eight core sectors that saw growth quicken in
September to 14.1% from 1.8% in September last year, and 13.6% in August 2025.
T &7 313 T &A1 § Sidhan U1 &7 o1 o RideR & gfg ol g1aw 14.1% WR Ugd!, St
e au RideR o 1.8% 3R SAR 2025 & 13.6% |

India ‘must counter China’s plaint at WTO on EV car sop, battery PLI plan’

Amiti Sen cars and production linked  schemes discriminate  but to develop domestic  sure from Beijing. Develop-  national non-profit trade - the PLIACC battery stor-  upon the use of local, over

NEW DELHI incentive (PLI) schemes for ~ against foreign producers. =~ manufacturing in new ing countries must have organisation. age scheme, the PLI auto  imported goods or were
new-generation batteries However, the over- technology areas. the policy space to develop In its request for consul-  scheme and the EV passen-  otherwise discriminating

New Delhi needs to coun-  and automobiles, experts ~whelming view in India is “Domestic  incentive  their manufacturing, espe-  tations with India submit-  ger cars scheme - for be-  against goods of Chinese

ter Bejing’s complaint have said. China officially  that the idea behind these  continues to be a greyarea  cially in new technology ted to the WTO’s Dispute  ing allegedly violative of  origin.

against India’s incentive  submitted its complainton  schemes is not to discrimi-  at the WTO and New Delhi  areas,” said a Delhi-based  Settlement Body, China WTO rules. It said the (The writer is with The
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India ‘must counter China’s plaint at WTO on EV car sop, battery PLI plan’
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YRd & WTO ® EV $R Jferst 3R a3l PLI GieHT1 WR A4 &t Rrerad &1 siae
RGN

New Delhi needs to counter Beijing’s complaint against India’s incentive scheme for EV
passenger cars and production linked incentive (PLI) schemes for new-generation
batteries and automobiles, experts have said.

faRvs 3 Fe1 fs =13 faeeht &1 HieT ot Riepraa &1 Ja19 <1 iRy, o YRd &t EV TR SR
¥ T Wieare=T i SiR =% Wit @t defial 3k siferiase & fog Sae-awfia
WredTed (PLI) TSI & A g

China officially submitted its complaint on Monday arguing that these schemes discriminate
against foreign producers.

M A AR BT SMRABRG FY ¥ U1 RIbrd gof s, o ol T fos 3 Ao fag=it
SAES! P f&ee Wegurayuf €|
However, the overwhelming view in India is that the idea behind these schemes is not to
discriminate against foreign players but to develop domestic manufacturing in new
technology areas.
gIdiifes, HRd H oTUe €10 U8 & fb 3 divrral &1 Iexy fadeh faenfedl & faers
WGUT HT e dfews A dp-ta &t o g fAufor & fasRa s g
“Domestic incentive continues to be a grey area at the WTO and New Delhi must not give in
to pressure from Beijing. Developing countries must have the policy space to develop
their manufacturing, especially in new technology areas,” said a Delhi-based
representative of an international non-profit trade organisation.

IR WIS WTO & U Hfere & ST g3 § 3IR s faect Bl ST & gara & =g S
AR fapra=ie ¢RIl & o ot formfor ifera o fawra s @t T, ORiveR 15
dd-itat & B, B 1R, Ueh feeelt Ry SRS TR-AMUSHRY SATUR W6+ & wfaffy 3
Dol
In its request for consultations with India submitted to the WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body,
China singled out three schemes — the PLI ACC battery storage scheme, the PLI auto
scheme, and the EV passenger cars scheme — for being allegedly violative of WTO
rules.

WTO & faare frrae™ feema &1 YRd & 91y Wl & forw sioe anferesT 7, =9 3 i arerrait
DI 3T fobdT — PLI ACC aedt TS GIsTT, PLI 3ifel FierT, 3R EV TR SR FieT —
g I TU T WTO sl &1 Ieera B arar sarm T

It said the schemes were contingent upon the use of local, over imported goods or were
otherwise discriminating against goods of Chinese origin.
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